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Snooker

Motor Racing San Marino Grand Prix

King Hendry

Heavy-duty Hill scores clever win

elling wtops vn laps 30 and 50 g, | -

G1-lap contest were redntively sou),
griving his car maxionwm agiliy
lap the back-markers,

. Schumacher's enrly strategy vy vol 164, No 21 o
. 'th e S]X'th Alan Henry at imola Canadian having to retire late on | very talented people here at | slighily hampered by Coullba Week ending May 28, 1998
: . _ with suspension damage. Williams. They did a britliant jolr this | who made a brilliant start. The Sy )
takes CrOWH AMON HILL won the San Villeneuve's problems began | weekend.” It was an acknowledge- | led untit his Cirst refuelling stop,y . ;
' Maririo Grand Prix in fine style | early. His car was rammed twice by | ment that his victory owed as inuch | the énd of lap 20. Schumacher ok g Y. | iy : 25
' ' here on Sunday with a'superbly disci- | Jean Alesi's Benetton at the start, so | to welljudged team tactics as to his | over the lead but Hill, by stayingoy = / Galhls '
: David Hopps [n Sheffield plined drive that aloned for his disap- | hard that the European GP winner | own precision behind the wheel. of the pits until kap 30, was able i ‘ .
pointing resuit at the Nilrburgring. | had to stop at the end of the opening The plan on Sunday was to give | take a decisive advantage he nev . '
TEPHEN HENDRY'S inex- Fiis Williams took the chequered flag | lap to replace a deflated tyre. Hill's car 2 heavy fiel load from the | rellnguished. raq acce pts
orable progress to a record- 164sec shead of Michael Schu- The finishing order was not quite | start so that he could produce maxi- Coulthard held third place fu'
equalling sixth Embassy World macher’s Ferrari. Gerhard Berger's | the Italian triumph anticipated by the | mum performance when it counted, | severnl Japs before stalling on his " om
Champlonship owed as much to Benetton was third, with Eddle Irvine | 130,000 crowd but two Ferraris in | later in the race. He sat back in third | second refuelling stop and evenls °| | . fo r foo d d e a I
his formidable reputation as to fourthi in the second Ferrari. the polnts was a good result by any | place, content to bide his time as | ally pulling up with hydrautic prob
the quality of his performance It was Hill's fourth win out of five | standards. It could ensily have been | David Coulthard’s Mclaren-Mer- | lems on lap 45, but it was the fiy :
' In equalllhig the six titlea won * | races this season and’ maintalned | worse, for one of Schumacher's hard- | cedes, fourth on the grid, set the | time a McLaren had led ‘s wori
in‘modern times by Steve Davia' | Williame's unbeaten run this year, It | pressed brakediscs exploded mid- | early pace ahead of Schumacher, | champlonship race since the 16 lan Black In London, Mark Tran Diplomats sald that President
and Rey Reardon, the 27-year- | also extended Hill's world champ- | way round the final lap end he just | who had qualified in pole position. | Spanish GP. where Mika Hakkinen in New York and Agencies Saddam might try to divert exisling
old Scat rarely located his best jonship lead over his team-mate | limped across the finishing line. Hill had to take it easy on the | briefly set the pace in their Peuges resources from illicit oil sales to
form. But he rarely needed to. Jacques Villeneuve to 21 points, the Hill said later: “We have some | brakes at this stage but his refu- | engined car.

His 18-12 victory over Peter
Ebdon, clinched by four out of
six frames in an undistinguished
final aeasion at the Crucible
Theatre on Monday, routinely
did for an opponent whe looked
spent giter his earller heroics.
Those who diemisa Hendry as
boring surely miss an essential
truth. For world-class sports-
men of his ilk, suppression can
be as intriguing as expression.
Beneath an exterior as obdurate
ns a dam wall, the waters are siill
threghing. Though odds-on
favourite before the tournament
began, he was dissatisfied with
his form throughout but men-
tally he remained unparalleled.
“I wasn't on the top of my
form, but I sill won," he sald.

Common myths about
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tension after the house arrest of the sacked army chief. Full story, page 3
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Holdlng ﬂre . « . Bangladeshi tanks came out on the streets of Dhaka on Tuesday following a night of
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Killer diseases making comeback, says WHO

HE interpational strangle-

hold on Iraq loosened on

Monday when Saddam
Hussein agreed to a United Mations
plan to allow him to sell cil to buy
food and medicine for his suffering
people.

The United States and Britain —
anticipating that Baghdad would
present the deal as a prelude lo a
wider relaxation of sanctions and
Irag’s eventual rehabilitation —
Insisted sanctions would remain.

The White House hailed the deal
as an “important victory” for the UN
while Malcolm Rifkind, the Brilish
Foreign Secretary, ssid sanctions
were unlikely to be lifted while Pres-
ident Saddam remained In power,

I feel great” said Iraq's chief
negotiator, Abdul Amir al-Anbar,
before hie left New York on Monday.

finance arms purchases,

One negative voice came from
Senator Boh Daole, the presumptive
Republicen presidential nominee,
who said the Clinton administration
had caved in to the UN and made
“Saddam Hussein an offer ke could
not refuse”. Dote’s criticism was the
first public one since the oil for food
deal was offered in a 1991 resolu-
tion under the administration of
President George Bush.

The UM memorandum on the
deal goes into detail aboul the in-
spection of shipmenis to Iraq and
the monitoring of local markets. Lt
provides for visils to hospitals,
clinics, pharmaceutical ptants, and
waler and sanitation facililes.

About 30 per cent of oll revenue
must go into an account to pay
claims against Irag. Between 5130
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2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Why Dame Shirley will
bhave her day in court

landlords’ ability to exploit people’s
need for a home meets their tenants'
ahility to pay rent without starving.
Any hardship is expected to be met
by housing benefit — as ever, a
Tory flagship seeks Government
subsidy for politlcal experiments.
Martis Smith,

Secrelary, Ballersea and Wandsworth
Trades Union Council, London

OES anyone seriously believe

that Shirley Porter and the
others surcharged for thelr conduct
as Westminster councillors will ever
have to pay up (Auditor lands Porter
with bill for £3im, May 197 I can
guarantee that the court proceed-
ings will be presided over by a tame
Tory judge who will find some get-
out for them all.

Any public outery this might
cause will not matter because the
other certainly is that the legal
process will be prolonged until after
the general election,

(Rev) Derrick W Cooling,

NE wonders how detnocracy is
to be restored in Westminster
vouncil. Il majority rule is its defin-
ing criterion, patently then, to engi-

ers was compounded by the com-
plicit shameful silence of politicians.
As you rightly state, these are
war crimes by any definition, But,
alas, these are not the first Israeli
war crimes. The list is Tengthy, but
the total obliteration of hundreds of
Palestinian villages, and the re-
peated massacres of civilians and
the murder of Egyptian prisoners of
war, in cold blood, in 1956 and 1967,
as affirmed hy the same generals
who committed these crimes, are
but two examples.

Israel, however, in the eyes of its
leaders and our politicians, is above
interpational law and its dehuman-
ised Arab enemies are beneath
contempt.

Ismail Zayid,

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

haps, Cecil Rhodes. The letter's
Rhodes schularships were originally
meant to atlain a goal hauntingly
similar tu Roger Pearson’s Northern
League, which, as you say, is o
foster "the interests, friendship and
solidarity of all Teutonic walions”,
For many yaws Rhodes scholirs
were chosen solely from that group
and for that pupose.

David Alexander Mitchell,

Montreal, Quebec, Canada

FUNDAMENTAL point appears
to have elwled the renewed
controversy aboul race and intelli-
gence. There is no “scientific” defin-
ition of race of any kind, whether on
the basis of Mendelian genetics or
any other syslem of methodical
observation.
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Briefly

HE LAST parmeraph of Anne
Swardson's  articke  “Malaige
Eats Into Montreal™ (April 7) wag
particularly revealing, with its pie.
tures of the Westmounl  (eenager
who looks forward (o living In Vap
couver becanse “all the sipms will be
in English, and the telephone opera-
tors won't ask you what number yoy
wanl in French™,

There we calch a glimpse of the
standard-issue Montreal Anglo, whe
speaks only English and feels that
“those Ifrench” should have o speak
Iinglish for his convenience. I sueh
people are leaving Quebcee, one can
only say “boa débarras”, which (1
hasten to explain for the enlighten
ment of your Montreal Anglo read
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Arshad Mahmud in Dhaka
and Suzanna Qoldenberg

were there to protect the president
rather than to oust him. Several

WAR was being waged on
Monday emong Bangladesh's

under house arreat, tanks on guard
around the presidential palace, and
ominous troop movements reported
at some provincial barracks,

With less than a month to go be-
fore Bangladesh returns to the polls
for the second set of general elec-
tions this year, the power struggle
threatened to worsen the political
parnlysis that the June 12 ballot is
meant to resolve, .

 top politictans for control of
the military, with the army chief

g%zetn tfro?};l)s took up positlons in
nt of the staterun
televislon stations. rodio. and

In his speech, President Biswas
aid Gen Nasim dlsregarded his
order to retire two officers, Instead,
Mr Biswas claimed, the army chief
ordered troops loyal to him o
march towards Dhaka in "a move
tantamount to treason”.

;\dr Biswas announced the ap-
pointment of Major-General Mah-
bu:bur Rehman as the new army
chief, but it was unclear whether he
had succeeded In assuming com-

General brings tension to Bangladesh

port of Chittagong.

Bangladesh ' Nationalist

them of “anti-army activities”,

signs of activity were reported at
barracks in the northern towns of
Bogra and Mymenaingh and in the

The showdown came after Mr
Biswas — the commanderin-chief
and a senior member of the:
Party
(Bl\_!F)—trledtoreﬁretonery
senior officeals at the weekend, re-
portedly without consulting the | League
army chief. The president accused

In retaliation, Gen Nasim ousted
four senior officers whom he sus-
pected of collaborating with the
president. President Biswas then

President Biswas accused Gen
Naai_m of “involvement with political
parties, indiscipline and inciting
trouble among the troops™. This
appears to mean that he suepected
the army chief of siding with the op-
position firebrand, Sheikkh Hasina.
Ma.ny army officers have taken an
active part in poliics," and have
mainly sided with the Awami

Some newspapers have accused
the president of running a parallel
government in violaion of the
constitution and with the aim of
undermining the caretaker gov-
ernment of Mohanimed Habibur

Dominican
poll goes
to a runoff

Larry Rohter In 8anto Dominge

T HE FIRST round of balloting in
1 a watershed presidential elec-
tion in the Dominican Republic has
ended with pone of the three major
parties winning a majority, forcing
what promises to be a contentious
runoff next month between two left-
of-centre candidates.

Nearly complete official results
announced last week showed José
Francisco Pefia Gomez of the Do

; P ; : “ : " mand in the face of Gen Nasim's | ordered th
Prrleigh, Essex neer a majority is to undermine Furthermore, 1Q tests are speci- | ers) means “good riddance”, Moments after a televised speech fusal . e general placed under | Rahman, minican Revolutio i
democracy. The Tories in Westmin- | fF ISRAEL wanted real peace and | fied for the measurement of | Bruce lnksetter, in which the president, Ahde Rah- ijmjeg:? sﬁ-;?,:;pt what he termed his hogsigrgest. ., ) By a constitutional amendment | making his thil:-d :ﬁ;:?::ﬂvﬂlm:
ster apparently did not appreciate security for its settlements in the | problem-solving capacity, which is | Rapide-Dansenr, Quebec, Canada man Biswas, sacked the army chief, The genen':l denied the presi- | the iltl:‘er ?ii:hlj'atg:\:eMCk&l,mgs; hurriedly pushed through by presidency of the Caribbean nation,
- en the ,

Begum Zia's outgoing government,
the defence portfolic was glven to
the president, a move that provoked
condemnation from other partles,

not the same as the broad concept
understood by intelligence. 1Q test
results cannot be regarded as an
empivical observation, such as the

Lisutenant-General Abu Saleh Mo-
mm Nasim, tanks and jeeps
carrying troops were seen moving
toward the presidentisl palace in

narth of the country, wouldn'l it be
logical to realise that Hizbullah as a
military force only exisls as a result
of its occupation of south Lebanon?

that the crucial assent in democracy
ia the assent of the minority. Unwill-
ingness to be a minority marks out
the seclarian, who sees elections

DON'T recall any reiuctance on
the part of Governmient ministers
] te condemn the Birmingham Six
' during their long process of appeal.

with just under 46 per cent of the
vote. Pefla Gomez, aged 59, a for-
mer mayor of the capital, is one of
the best-known leadera of the Latin

gent's accusations that he was mov-
ing troops to topple him antd said
that he was committed to upholding
the civilian government,

leading  political figures in
Bangladesh — the Awami League
leader, Sheikh Hasina Wajed, and
Begum Zig, the BNP leader who

WAS aslounded o see a
favourable review in the Guardian

not as the expression of the “or-
ganic” unity of a people hut as a
power struggle.

As a result of the Tories’ "houses
for votes” there are areas of West-
minster where nobody cares what

Perhaps the fact that they were wait-
ing in prison for their appeal to be
heard made it a bit more confusing.
Lady Porter and her colleagues
have been found guilty of serious

Added to withdrawal from south
Lebanon, lsrael, in the need to fulfil
its security, might recognige the
entitlement of another disgruntled
mass of people in Lebanon to
compensation and return — the

establishment of blood-group or
body teinperature,

An 1Q score Includes a reflection
of the motivation and enthusigsm of
the tested individual — [actors
which can drastically alfect the lest

ol & houk on the Pinkerton Detec-
tive Agency (Gumshoe Whe Stuck
To It, May 5, America’s most nole-
rious antieunivn and  anti-working
class group. The only possible rivals
are the police and FRI with whom

central Dhaka. It appeared they

On Monday, however, unusual

lost power in March.

wl_u_: said it was aimed at putting the
military under BNP control.

Nine hostages

American wing of the Socialist
International.

In the second round, scheduled
for June 30, Dr Pefla Gomez will
face Leorel Fernindez of the

Dominicen Liberation Party, who
won 39 per cent of the vote. Dr
Fernindez is the political proidgé

crimes, but they have the luxury of
being able to appeal from the com-
fort of their own homes.

they often collaborate,
Kachel Towne,

resull, A hypolhesis based on
malching the vague nolion of race

freed in Irian

450,000 Palestinians who reside
there.

the greater number of peaple think.
F Griffith,

lan Saviile, Sale, Cheshire But then again I suppose it is | to the tenuous one of intelligence: is | Albany, New York, USA | and heir of the leftist firebrand Ji
London much easier to bomb your enemies | difficult to take seriously. Jaya J u ng I e Bosch, but has worked to movg :{:2
without a hint of criticism from the | Kevin Baunon, | party toward a more centrist
US or indeed Britnin, And then | Dublin, Ireland OW that it's heen (almust) con- John Aglionby In Jak positian.
HE issue of housing policy may Israel a IaW claim that an awesome array of Tirmed that eating BSE infected and Alegx Balll,!g akarta Dr Pefia Gomez said he consid-
come to haunt the second Tory unt-o ['tself Katashuya rockeis pose a serious cows can lead o CID in humans, ered himself “virtually the president
flagship of Wandsworth as much as threal to a state that possesses nu- F COURSE it is highly likely | the suggestion is that said cows are N INE hoatagcs, inchiding four of the republic™ vn the basis of his

strong showing, "We have won & re-
soun_tling victory," he proclaime,
arguing that he could lose only if
“acts of magic™ were directerd
against him,

In private, however, some of his
advisers were more circumspect.
The cause of their concern liey in

Britons, were freed last
week in an airtborne rescue
operation by Indonesian special
farces after being held for four
months in the remote jungle
province of Irian Jaya.

But the joy of freedom turned to
horror when they learnt that two

slaughtered. For several decades it
lins boen recognisenl than "simoking
kills". Has anyone supgested the
mass roundingup and desiruction
of ciggrelle stocks?

Mindy Noble,

Erskineville, NSW. Ausiralia

that some races are genctically
predisposed o higher IQs.
somie races scem eminently heller
1I00-metre distance runners than
others. With such physical dif-
ferences belween races and gen-
ders, why shouldnt there also he
mental dilferences? But who cares?

clear weapons, and the lalest in
state-of-the-art military technology.
Yago Zaved,

Welwyn, Hertfordshire

their neighbours in Westminster.
Wandsworth council has rejected
the limited proposals [rom John
Major on affordable housing and in-
stead has recommitted itselfl to al-
lowing only supply and demand to
T determine rents for council and
private housing.

AVING lost faith in the politi-
cians and media, your editorials
“Grapes of Wrath have bitter taste”
and “War crimes, nothing less” {(April
21 and 28) restore some faith in the
few who have courage to tell it as it is.
‘While Israel conducted its atroci-

HE main cause of Hizbullah's
militancy is not that Israel main-
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The Week

DMIRAL Jeremy “Mike”
Boorda, the first aecaman to
rise from the lower deck to be-
come the most saenlor naval offi-
cer at the Pentagon, committed
guicide. He was 56.

Washington Post, page 15

BOY of 10 appeared ina
Colorado court to face
charges relating (o the alleged
beating to death of an 18-month-
old girl. Under state law, no
child under the age of 12 can be
sentenced to more than two
years' probation,

Washington Post, page 15

FTER months of internal

debate, President Bill
Clinton has decided to limit
the kinds of land-mines in the
US arsenal but he will not ban
them outright.

NTERNATTONAL aid agencies
are preparing for a mass
exodus of desperate Liberians
and other West African nationals
livibg in Liberin, after thousands
of refugees arriving on rusting
ships were allowed temporary
refuge in neighbouring countries.
Refugea drama, page 12

HE Turidsh army, continu-
ing a two-month-old offen-
sive agninst Kurdish rebels,
killed 58 guerrillas in a battle in
the mountaina of the south-east.

ECURITY was tightened
around several Australian
politicians after threats from
radical militia and gun groups
opposed to the government's
ban on rapid-fire weapons.

EE TENG-HUI has been

. I gworn in as president of
Taiwan, the first leader in
Chinesc istory to gain high
office through a direct popular
election.

0Z0 YOKQTA, the United

Nations human rights expert
invesiigating violations in
Burma, has quit because of the
constant battle for funda.

HE Italian president, Oscar

Luigi Scalfaro, appointed
Romano Pradi to form the first
predominantly left-wing govern-
ment to take power in [taly. Mr
Prodi’s 20 ministers include
nine ex~-communists, three
former Chriaion Democrais and
a Green,

IBRALTARIANS have opted
for good relations with Spain,
electing the Social Democrats to .
break the impasse with Madrid
and deliver economic prosperity
while maintaining ies with
. Britain,

4 INTERNATIONAL NEWS
o}

GUARDIAN WEEKLY
May 26 1996

RACLE Corporation, the

world’se leading maker of
database sofiware, has.formed a
company to develop strlpped-
down, low-cost computers that
could access the Internet and
send elactronie mail.
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Suzanne Qoldenhergy
In New Dalhi

MID the beat of victory
drums and screams in
praise of Mother Indla, the
prime ministerdesignate, Atal Bi-
Darj Vajpayee, vowed last week that
he would install the country's first
Hindu natlonalist goverament.

Mr Vajpayee, leader of the
Bbaratiya Janata Parly, was sum-
moned to the presidential palace,
where he was appointed prime min-
ister and given until May 31 to
prove he can command a majority in
parliament.

The brief ceremony, which in-
cluded the swearing-in of 11 cabi-
net ministers, was boycotted by
politicians from the National Front-
Left Front (NF-LF) alliance and
regional parties,

The alliance, which has said it
way cheated out of power, has
vowed to bring down Mr Vajpayee's
minority government in a confi-
dence vote which must be held by
the end of the month.

The Congress party, which lost
nearly half its seats in the general
clection, reaffirmed that it too
would vote against Mr Vajpayee.
With the B]s main opponents
vowing to bring them down, it is by
no means certain they can win a
parliamentary confidence vote. In-
deed Mr Vajpayee began to show
doubts on Tuesday about whether
he could survive the vote, "There

Indian nationalists
get chance to rule

is no doubt that my government

Is weak at the moment,” Mr Vaj-
payec said,

The decision by President
Shankar Dayal Sharma to call on Mr
Vajpayee follows frantic efforts by
the NF-LF to block the rise to power
of a party seen as the enemy of
Muslims and lowercaate Hindus.
The NF-LF was stung by Mr
Sharma's decision to ignore its own
claim to govern.

Although the BJP Is the single
largest party after the inconclusive
general election, it has only a third
of the seats in parliament.

The BJP was pevertheless in
celebratory mood. Minutes after
Mr Vajpayee returned from the
presidential palace, party workers
milled about his garden exchang-
ing jubilant messages on cellular
phones.

Mr Vajpayee, aged 69, has been
projected as a BJP moderate, "We
will treat all citizens on equal foot-
ing. There wilt be no discrimination
on the basis of religion, region,
caste or class,” he said,

He criticised liberal intellectuals
who had expressed fears about the
BJP. and efforts by its opponents to
block its rise. “To say that calling
the BJP would be to subvert the de-
mocratic foundations of India is an
insult to the verdict of the people.”

Although Mr Vajpayee dodged
questions about the B]s economic
and regional policy — both con-
tentious areas — he made a point of
saying that the party would not
waver from its hardline stance on

A Bombay Bharaﬂya Janata Parly actw:at with colour smenred over
himeelf, celebrates the appointment of BJP leader AB Vajpayee as

India’s prime minister PHOTOGRAPH SHERWIN CRASTO
der arcas of China, rightfully belong
1y India,

Meanwhile, P V Narasimha Rao,
who lvd the Congress lo ils most
devastaling  defeal in nu.'lrly 50
years, made his farewells in a
uational television and radio broad-
visl, saying: “We aceept your deck-
sion with hwnility.”

religious issues and the nuclear
bomb.

Mr Vajpayec said the BJP sup-
ported global disarmament. "If,
however, nuclear bombs ged piled
up, then for our defence we will take
what measures are necessary.”

He reaffirmed his belief that
Pakistani Kashmir, as well as bor-

Darek Brown and
Jeasica Berry In Jerusalem

HE government that emerges

from Israel's general election on
May 29 will be a {ragile coalltion —
that much is made certain by an
election system which reflects the
country’s ethnle, religious and ideo-
logical divislons.

The politicians and the pundits
are already busily putting together
putative alliances around the two
candidates for prime minlater: Shi-
men Peres, the Labour incumbent,
and Binyamin “Bibi" Netanyahu, of
the rightwing Likud bloc.

For the first time in Tsrael’s 48
yeara, each voter will have two
choices: one for ptime minister, and
another for a party list. The new sys-
tem is expected to benefit the
smaller groups vying for the atten-
tion of the electorate,

Some, like the party which rails
against the tyranny of banks, may
be safely discounted. Others will
bave a strong claim to the loyalty of
well-defined sections of the elec-
torate.

Most obviously, there are the
450,000 or so Israeli Arab electors.,
Those who vote in the prime minis-
terial pall are expected overwhelm-
ingly to -support Mr Peres as the
" champion of the peace process. But,
having thus expressed their cholce
on the main lssue, they will be freer
now than in the past to opt for patlie-
mentary candidates from their own
mnunumty

The other elhnlc" voters now
heing frantically wooed by the main
factions are the immigrants from

the former Soviet Unlon: .three-
quarters.of a million of them have

Coalition looms for Israel

arrived in Israel since 1989, and
they are well established as a formi-
dable political force.

In 1992, the Russians — as all
post-Soviet immigrants to Israel are
invariably known — were widely ex-
pected to prop up the Likud govern-
ment. Tn fact, they were a central
factor In the victory of Labour,
undet Yitzhak Rabin, who shame-
lessly boasted that he alone could
bring peace, prosperity, and good
fimes for all.

As a complicating factor, this
election is being contested by a new
faction, Yisrael ba-Aliva, which can
translate as “Israel of Immigration™
or “Israel on the way up”, and which
Ia targeting the Russian vote,

The party has scant resources
but a priceless asset: it is led by
Natan Sharansky, the former Soviet
dissident, prisoner of conscience
and champlon of political freedom.
This ie his first foray into politics,
but he has already stolen much of
the limelight from the established
parties,

Electon surveya have estab-
lished a clear ethnic pattern within
the so-called Russian comimunity.
More than a quarter of poat-Soviet
immigrants come from the Cauca-

clearly inclined towards the right |.
.and Mr Netanyahu. But the major-
: ity, who come from European Rus:
" alg, tend to be Peres supporters,
However,. the picture is blurred
by two more. fundamental fault ines
in Israeli soclety: that between reli-
glous and secular Jews, and, within
the former group, that hetwgen the

- Ashkenszl  (Western) and the

sus and central Asia, and they are |

China regains trade favours

China responded swil‘lly with the
threal of counlersanctions  that
rangzed from heavy dulies on veg
viable oils o telecommunications
cquipment and films,

"China shall have no other
uplions but 1o take cor rupondmu
counterrelalintion measures,” the
minisicy of forelgn lrade and eco-
nomic co-operation said,

The trade sancllons will not come
infu force for 30 days, glving more
time for last-diech talks, and thete
were some signs thal elements
within the Beiling aulhorities may

Martin Walker In Washington

RESIDENT Clinton on Monday

announced that he would rencw
uncondiional Most Favourcd Na-
tion trading status to China, arguing
purely on grounds of econotnic self-
interest that the US should not
curlail its Irade with n couniry that
“In less than lwo decatles may well
be the world's lnrgest economy”.

“Our interests are dircetly sl
stake in promoling a secure, stable,
open and prosperous China,” Mr
Clinton told the Paclfic Basic Eco-
nomic Counference in his first impor-
tant palicy statement on Chine since
he sent two aircraft carrier task
forces to support Talwan in March.

“Revoking MEN and in effect sev-
ering our economic ties o China
would drive us back into a period of
mutual isolation and recrimination
that would harm America's inter-
ests, not advance them.”

Already supported by the Repub-
lican presidential candidate, Bob
Dole, and by the US corporate
lobby, Mr Clinton's decision was op-
posed by liberals and human 1ights
campaigners among Democrats, and
by Taiwan’s supporters and anti-

senior Chinesc offical sald they

mestle audio-visual market to com:
hat intellectual property piracy, the
rant cause of the dispute.

® China hns ordered a crackdown
on separalist “terrorists”

saying activists who oppose Bet
jing's rule must be crushed.

Daily newspaper exhorted pollﬂ' to
wipe out a campaign of bomb!

- appeasement” and the California

Mizrachi (Sephardic or,. Eastern)
forms of observance. .

be mounling efforts lo avert 8|
damaging trade war with the US. A}

woull tighten controls on the do- |

in M|
restive Tibet and Xinjiang regions, |

Tn & rare admission of the seve. |
of anti-Chinese feeling ln the |
Himalayan region, the officlal Tibet |

communists among Republicans. mounted by groups that suppﬂ .

China's foes arg .vpcal. The | Tibet's exiled Buddhlst leﬂd!ﬂ'-thq '
. rightwing Republlcan Pat Buchanan | Dalal Lama, :
' condemned Mr Clintor's “shemeful | A front pege editorial at the week |

. end sald: “In the ‘strike hard’ e {

;_—-—""'.-

. Congressman, . Dang . Rohrbacher, |" down on crime we must releﬂﬂ”’w

.warned that he expected the US | pursue and show no mercy fo i

*would be “at war with China within | who ransport, steal and hide ¢

" the decade®, slves and g.rearms lil
Last week, however, the Clinton, paper , sald the. ‘dea

* adminjstration hed apnounced more. | penalty ould be imposed whet:

- than 83 billion in sarictions against | everwarranted, |, . . el

' Chine, a new US record In puitive | ——‘To'f— :

trade restrictions. ' Britaln courts.China, page
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Death squad targets H |zbullah :

Shyum Bhatia In Amman

T- HE -ISRAELl army has
formed a death squad to hunt
officials and armed activists

belonging to Hizbullah in Lebanon,

Members of the squad, Egoz

(Hebrew for Almond), were indi-
rectly responsible for triggering last
month's massacre at the Unlted
Nations base in Qana, south
Lebanon, in which more -than 100
refugees died.

At the peak of Operation Grapes
of Wrath, Egoz was sent to pinpoint
Higbullah men: firing Katyushg
rockets into Israel. On April 18 Is-
raeli commandos-in civilian clothes
arrved in -Qana to search -for
Hizbullah militants but, fearing they
had been detected, they radloed
liome for help.-Army commanders
told them to withdraw before order-
ing arlll]ery to shell the area.
In its attempt to keep Egoz
secret, the Israell government has
held back from publishing details ot'
itai %qun("y into Qana.

e decision to deploy Egoz
followed the failure of :rﬂndgar-
tillery bombardment to stop the
Katyusha rockets. Western intelli-
gence sources estimate about 59
Hizbullah fighters were killed in
hand-to-hand combat with Egoz,
*“These boys are bloody good,”
one senior army officer said, “They
play an extremely :mportant role
against the terrorists in Lebanon
and they deserve our appreciation.”
Western mtelhgence experis say

owes its existence to the for-
mer army chief of staff Ehud Barak,
now foreign minister, who led a hlt
squad that assmssinated Palestine
Liberation Organisation leaders In
Beirut more than 20 years ago.
Mr Barak is responsible for an-
other secret squad Unit 504, autho-
rised to- operate in frontline Arab
states. It may kidnap, recruit agents
and gather intelligence but is not au-
thorised to kill. This unit I8 part of
Aman; ‘the ‘Hebrew acronym fot |
a'my intelligence. Though Israel |

and Jnrdan Unib 504 acts there as |
well as in Syriaand Lebanon. - .
-Evidence of Unit 504's-expanding |
' role has been'provided by Egyptian :
 Becurity sources in Cairo. TheyHold
the unit responsible for recriiting
. wo Egyptians, Amr Salman Armilat t
and Abdel Malik Hamed, -: - < . |
: Mr-Armilat Is a schbol: caretnker

16t 'Singd, and .the: Egyptiane say he
* was- igiven' money- and drugs- ih'
- exchange - for information- ‘abouf:
 trobp roveménts, :Mr- Hamed s 6
fm‘mer -sailor with the Egyptizni

L I B e B i el

ed - peace -treaties with Egypt: | "

:I:llvly u:vhgac;:nfeased to spying on a | rests of Mr Armﬂat and Mr Hamed.
Egygti g Unit 504 is also active in Jordan.

" 5Man folj:blumats also blame | This month a Judge in Jerusalem

Eayotiey e rulnludnapping three | wes required to free a Palestinian

Lot edouin and taking them | from the West Bank city of Hebron
to lsrael. The Iaraelis claim the | on trial for car- theft,” Halfw

men entered Israel illegally and will | through the hearing a rnlddle-qgeag

stand tral in due course, Th
Egyptians believe the men wer:
abducted in retaliation for the ar

_ Israeli wearing dark glasses and &
fake moustache walked into the
judge's chambers and identified

cent Iranlan attempts to infiltrate

himself as a Unit 504 member. He
explalned that the Palestinian sus-
pect was an undercover agent work-
ing for Ierael in Jordan.

In Tel Aviv, another court is hear-
ing the testimony of lawyers acting
for four Lebapese clvilans kid-
napped by Unit 604 late last year.
The four were wanted in connection
with a car bnmblng last November,
whlch killed nine Israell soldiers.

* Taraell sources say it is a tribute
to Unit 504's effectiveness that re-

suicide bombers Into the country
have been thwarted.

Meanwhile, the security forces
have scored a victory against the
Hamas [slamic
movement with the arrest of a Pales-
tinian accused of responsibility for a
number of suiclde attacks, Last
week In Hebron, soldlers shot and
seriously wounded Hasan Salameh,
codename Abu Ahmed, a leader of
Izzedin al-Qassam, the armed wing
of Hamas. He had been on the run
for two years,
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The US this week

Martin Walker

OBERT DOLE announced

that for the sake of his presi-

dential campalgn, he would
give up one of the greal congres
gional careers of modern times,
First elected to the House of Repre-
sentatives in 1960, he was elected to
the Senate in 1968 and has stayed
there ever since. He has been mi-
notity leader and majority leader,
chalrman of his party, vice-presiden-
tial candidate to Gerald Ford in
1975, and a presidential candidate in
1980 and 1988 He finally secured
his party’s nomination this year, and
on the eve of his 73rd birthday
decided to go for broke.
*The White House or home,"
Dole vowed in an emotional speech
that stopped in its tracka the Repub-
lican wailing at President Bill Clin-
ton's massive 3l-point lead in the
opinion polls, Politicians are herd-
like creatures, and within monients
the Republicans were' chorusing
thet Dole had pulled off a master
stroke, and cut himself loose from
an unpopular Congress.

There is some truth in this. In
lcas than 18 months, the historic
Republican victory to win control of
both House and Senate has turned
terribly sour. The architect of that
victory, the garrulous and ebullient
Speaker, Newt Gingrich, has, be-,
come the most unpopular politician
in the United States. v

By the time Dole had wrapped up
his party’s nomination this spring
. and returned to lead the Senate, the
Republican-run  Congress was no
. longer a popular place to be. The
Democrats were learning with rel-
ish the old arts of opposition, de-

written on the ways a welldrilled
minority can stall and delay and
frustrate the majority.

Instead of the Senate being the
" launch pad for the Dole campaign, it
became a cross between a prison
and a pillory. Dole was trapped in
the Senate floor, trying to push
through laws that the Democrats
could easlly block, while the De
. mocrats sat back and tested popular

Dole quits Senate
and goes

ploying the rule back that Dole had -

for broke

Clinton grabbed more central
ground again Jast week, enacting a
law that would require sex offend-
ers lo be registered, so that when
they emerge from prison, their new
neighbours can be alerted. Then his
White House spokesman said that
the Presldent opposed same-sex
marriages, just when the Republi-
cans were launching a “Defence of
Marriage” bill. The state of Hawali
is close to legalising homosexual
marriages. Under' current law, all
other states must recognise a mar-
riage that is valid in any one state,
The Republicans want to give the
other 49 states the right to ignore
the Hawali rule.

Clinton's most audacious move lo
the centre came at his round-table
conference on corporate responsi-
bility. He gathered more than 100
chief executives but carefully
avoided challenging them on redun-
dancies and downsizing in a period
of soaring corporate profils and hal-
looning executive pay. The Presi-
dent was so cautious that he began
by saying some companies needed
to cut ataff, and concluded that he
had no right to demand that bosses
show some wage restraint.

"Some of these big companies
have got to downsize,” Clinton ac-
knowledged, and boasted of his own
success at slashing the federal gov-
ernment payroll by 11 per cent. !
am in no posltion, and Congress is
certainly in no position, to make
judgements on what any particular
executive should be paid. That's
crazy,” he said.

Instead, Clinton used the bully
pulpit of the presidency to cajole
buginess into employee-friendly cor
porate practices. He announced a
new annual prize, the corporate citi-
zenship award, to be named after
the late commerce secretary, Ron
Brown, who died last month in an
air crash in Croatia.

“Thirty years ago, the average
-CEQ made about 35 to 40 times
what the average worker did. Today
that's up to 200 times,” Clinton said.
*There is & general feeling in Amer-
ica among a lot of péople that they
have worked hard, played by the
rules, but have not benefited from
the country’s general growth,"

Clinton deliberately avolded any
class war rhetoric, and shrank from
the oppertunity to make downeizing
info a modern morality tale for a
populist polltician in-an election
year, That originally had been the
plan, And why not? In the first three
yeara of Clinton's presidency, AT&T,
and [BM each laid off 120,000 peo-
ple, General Motors axed 100,000,

50,000 as the US’s giant corpora-
tions hauled themselves out of re-
cession and back into profit.

Cliaton had ridden the 1991 re-
cession all the way to the White
House with his 1992 campalgn slo-
gan: "It's the economy, Stupid.” This
year, Pat Buchanan threatened to
do the same, with his attack on cor-
porate greed and his exploitation of
downsizing as the new fear of the
US workforce.

The drumbeal of alarm intensi-
fied with a weelclong series by the
New York Times in March, with
headlines like “Millions of Casual-
ties . .. The Company as Family, No
More . . . Big Holes Where Dignity
Used To Be". It claimed that “three-
quarters of all households have had
a close encounter with layoff since
1980 .. . workers with at least some
college education make up the
majority of people whaose jobs were
eliminated . . . Roughly 50 per cent
more people, about 3 million, are af-
fected by layoffa each year than the
2 million victims of violent crime”,

The labour secretary, Robert
Reich, who has been campaigning
for tax breaks to reward companies
thet show loyalty to thelr staff,
planned the conference as the way
for Clinton to catch this radical
mood, Reich has campaigned lire-
lessly on the gaping chasm between
the high-employment prosperity
hailed in the officlal statistics, and
the general verdict of economic
gloom and grumpiness expressed
in opinion polls. Moreover, after
offending trade unlons with his re-
lentleas support of free trade, an as-

helped relations with the Democra-
tic party’s core conslituency.

“I go around the couniry and 1
hear people say the company isn't

Boeing shed 60,000, and Seats lost

loyal to me, so why should I be loyal

sault on corporate greed would have

to the company?" Reich said as his
conference opened. Under his arm
was a copy of that day’s Wall Street
Journal, which published a poll in
which 75 per cent of voters said (hat
US family incomes were falling be-
hind the cost of living, and 51 per
cent said their own family income
was noticeably falling behind. An-
other 62 per cent thought that com-
panies should do more to share
profits with their workers, which
was one of the “good corporate
habits" that Clinton thought he
might encourage.

Even Clinton's concilintory agr
proach was not enough for some
business leaders, who insisl that
their responsibility is to the share-
holders, and that the way to lake
care of the workforce is to keep the
company profitable enough o pay
the wages. "Every one of those
CEQs at Clinton’s conference
should be taken out and spanked for
not standing up and defending firee
enterprise,” said Al Dunlap of Seoil
Paper. He is known to his furmer
employees as “Chainsaw AI" and
“Rambo in Pin Siripes” fur slashing
the wotkforce by a third,

LINTON'S opporiuity to

sound like a Denocratic

president, to vally the left-
wing of his party and to cenounce
corporate greed, simply fizzled out.
The reason was purely political.
Clinton is campalgning for re-
election on the clalm of a siroug
economy, with nearly 9 million new
Jobs, low inflation, and unemploy-
“ment down to a 20 year low at .4
per cent. - -

Gloom about downsizing does
_not fit into that narrative. There is a
further embarrassment. The big-
gest downstzer in the US'is Clinton

himself, who has cut the federal

FBI traps bank robloer through the Internet

workforce by more than 200,000
jubs — 11.7 per cent. He is proud of
the way he hos reduced govern.
ment bureaueracy 1o its smallest
size since Kenowdy wis presiden,
33 years ago.

To ram the political point home,
Clinton's own economie adviser has
formally reported that downsizing
was o myth all along, Dr Joseph
Stiglitz. wha came frun Stanford to
be chairman of e Council of
Ecunomic Advisors at the While
House, published his survey of the
LS labour market (rom 1993-96 late
last month. His basic conclusion s
that the US job market is booming,
crealing more than 2 million new
jobs a year.

“The news Is encouraging: em-
ploymenl has grown disproportion-
ately in the industry-occupation job
cateporica paying above median
wages. Even in the tradilionally
lower paying service industry, a ma-
jorily of the net employment growth
has been in management and pro-
fessional specialily positions, which
typically pay above median wages,”
the survey said. "Contrary to con-
venlional wisdom, the new jobs are
not disproportionately partlime,
low skill posilions,” the report went
on. “Employment in “hamburger-
flipping” jobs actuelly fell belween
1994-5."

Clinton was particularly upset last
year by a cartoon that showed a
politician Jooking like him boasting
at a political dinner of the 8 million
new jobs createdl in his term. Be
hind him, the overworked wailer
grunts; *Yeah, amnd I've got three of
then.”

“The percentage of cmployed
persuns working multiple jubs has
remained in the neighbourhood of 6
per cenl since the late 1980s”
retorted Stiglitz. Not that his reporl
was all sunny news. Jobs losses in
the recession of 1991 were un-
usually high among older workers,
white collar employees, and thase
with some college education. Nor,
said the small print, dicl they easily
fincl new jobs.

“Roughly a quarter of those
displaced during 1991 and 1992 had
vither stopped scarching for work
or had not found work by the time
they were surveyed in 1994 .., S
or more years afler displacement, 2
displaced worker's earnings remain
roughly 10 per cont below what they
could have olhorwise nxnet_'lcd to
onrn,” : . R
“A . dynamic lnbour - Inevilably
tlesiroys some joba while creating
others, and the costs of job losses
are both significent and porsisten”
Stiglitz concluded, the balanced ver-
dict of an eminent but veryorthe |
dox
texthook is often cited by Republh |
cans when they want to altack
Democrats' plea to ralse the mink
mum wage. “The President's oW1 |
nilviser snyt:l:his will increase unent
ployment,” they ary.

Deep down, one suspects the
President agrees with th Republ®

eral governmient, proud of mhalf.:
the federal budget deficit in heh.|

‘ideas on focus groups., Once they | Mark Tran In New Yol , . _ Armed with thia information, | bureau, apeeches, a freephone | proud of belng able to say that e i
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minimum wage, they pushed it at | J"HEFBI attheweekend : . | an extensive manhuntwith the | Wanted fugitive list, with ple-. | welfare as we know it", Hé isproid |
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. In the image battle, which Is the | tracking down criminals through |. the US embassy and Americans | scriptions of the crimes they are |: even if this does intensify the [
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the Republicans lost. They were | fugitive on its Ten Most Wanted ‘| . Mr Rogge, “fecling the Intense |  Mr Rogige, aged 56, appeared (. workers, All in all, Clinton hﬁﬁ :

‘ blamed for the closing down of gov- | list, a bank robber hiding in - | pressure”, tirned himselfinte - | on the listin 1990. A convicted |’ erned Jike an orthodox dnd BedF

‘ernment during the budget wars, | Guatemala. _ | the US embassy. He returned to | bauk robber, he escaped from  '|' tional libers] Republican, |
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the environment. The Republicans | who had seen a photo of Leslie | court this week.. o - | been charged with the robhery |: abandoning the left and- éprendlﬂl -
moved so far to the right that they | Ishen Rogge on the FBI's home - | - The FBI atarted its home page | of the ange Bank of - “himself all across the centre ib il
created a vast space in the centre | page on the World Wide Web, . | — address hitpt// www.fhl.gov, | Eldorado in Arkatisas, and is  nomic policy and the centre-right 1! ;
for Clinton to stake out and | Upped off the Feds that Mr — a little over a yenr ago, ft con- | wanted in connection with two soclal policy, he has left-very- "7k
colonise, _ Rogge was living in the country. | sists of information aboutthe . |- other bank robberies. “room for Dole to cnmpniiﬂ_u '

cconomat. :- Indeed, hif'} :

cans, He is proud of cutting the e [ -
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g elité, Palces are being builtand;
- gccording to d report'on human’
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Kathy Evans

manding the right to run for the
highest posts in government, in-
cluding the presidency.

a woman candidate for the presi-
dency would have raised a few
laughs and little else. For the past 17
years since the Islamic revolution,
[ranian women have been forced by
law to abide by certain dress cades,
barred from certain jobs, and kept
on the sidelines in decision-making,

Now, to the horror of the conser-
vative clerics, women are demand-

NEW generation of Tranian
feminists led by the daugh-
ter of the president is de-

Only a few months ago the ides of

ing change in the wake of the un-
p!-ecedenled success of women can-
didates in recent elections, The
most  spectacular success was
scored by Fniza Hashemi Rafaan-
Jani, the president's daughter, who
won the second highest number of
votes. She was second only to Nateq
Nouri, leader of the Combatant
Clergymen's Association, who has
already announced he plans to seek
the presidency.

Ms Hashemi signalled the launch
of her campaign for high offlce
recently with a declaration in the
country’s leading feminist magazine
that there was no religious objection

in Islam to a woman becomi
president, e

“Women should now be getfin
to the higher levels, includiﬁ; lhg
executive level, the presidency,” she
told Zanan (Women) magazine, the
Iranian feminist journal,

She did not deny recent press
speculation that her success In the
general elections could pave the
way for a presidential bid, Much will
depend on her father, President
Hashemi Raisanjani, she said. He is
barred by the constitution from
standing for a third term as presi-
dent next year and lis political
future seems uncertain.

Many Iranian analysts believe that
Ms Hashemi, aged 33, is well-placed

for an attempt to secure the parlia-

Iran’s feminists challenge the mullahs

least, deputy speakership, Success in

this w_oultl boost the status of women

deputies enormously and signal a
new tone of liberalism and mod-
ernism - just the kind of develop-
ment conservative clerics oppose,

Sincg the election, Iranian femi-
nists have been particularly out
spoken, A leading woman lawyer,
Mehrangiz Kar, recently eriticised
tI!e Guardians’ Council, one of the
hlgl'.xest clerical and parfiamentary
bodies in Iran, for not including
women.

_Ms Hashemi's emergence coin-
gndes with an wiprecedented debate
in clerical circles abaut the status of
woinen end whether the Islamic gov

mentary speakership, or at the very

ernment has proved oppressive and

unnecessarily harsh to them. A
number_ of profeminist clergymen
have written llgl):];I; articles in women's
magaznes challenging the Islamic
Republic’s attitude to :'v%men.
To Western eyes, Ms Hashemi
might appear an unlikely feminist.
She always wears the black chador,
the symbol of conservative Muslim
won}anhood. and forswears cos-
metics. The only public hint of her
l!beral views so far came in her elec-
tion campaign, when she was the
only woman candidate to show her
chin in her election posters.
She was atlacked recently by the
ra-dical clerical-backed group, Ansar
Hizbullah, for urging that women be
allowed to ride bicycles and inotor-
cycles. Radicals compared her with
the Prophet Mchammed's wile,
t_“\y_e;.-_shn, a ligure viewed aa anti-
Shi'ite by Iranian Muslins,

Report calls
for end to

Irag embargo

Maggle O'Kane

AREPDR’I_‘ published last week
by medical experts and aca-
de!mcs from the United States and
Britaln has condemned six years of
international sanctions against Iraq.
Thelr continuation, as a war
against the Iragi people, is “tanta-
mount to shooting down & plane full
of innocent people because there
are hijackers aboard”, says the main
author, Roger Normand, policy di-
rector of the New York Centre for
Economic and Social Justice.
The findings of researchers from
Harvard University and the London
School of Economics su pport World
Health Organisation claims that
more than 500,000 children may
have died in Iraq in the last six years
because of sanctons,
Teams measured mortality and
he:_tlth in Identlfied clusters. The
main causes of death in children
were found to be infections and ill-
nesses flourighing due to malnutrl-
tion and weakness. Basic mediclnes
were not available to the vast major-
ity because of cost — hyper-nflation
makes a doctor's monthly pay worth
around $4.50; - :
The centre has launched a legal
challengeI to the UN, claiming that
the sanctions breach recognised in-
tetnational humsn rights princlples.:
Brltain and the US have been the
strongest supporters of ‘sanctions,

the Iraqi capital there is Httle!

Srguing that they must rémain inj |
Ice as'd means of ‘control untl, |- -
President Saddath'- Hussein " co- [
Cperates fully with Interiational in-; | '
Spection teams and reveals all
information on his chemical, biolog-;
ical, and nuclear wespons capacily, | '
Fearirig- that ‘President Saddam |
will manipulate for his own benefit aj :
deal which allows Traq to sell il to’
Pay for food and medicine, Britin:
and ‘the US have Insisted ‘oh tough |
terths, The UN has agreed on condi-
Uons, ‘bitt the deal has yet to be: | -
fccepted by Baghdad. ~ *© ' | |
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James Melkle
and David Hencke

HOUSANDS of public bod-

I ieg, from wuniversities and

schools to housing associa-
tions, were told laat week to set up
whistleblowers' charters to help
ensure proper use of nearly £16
billion of taxpayers’ money.

The Nolan committee on stan-
dards in public life called for an end
to a culture in which managers “shot
the messenger” when staff alleged
fraud or impropriety. Employees
must not be disciplined or victimised,
provided that they acted without
malice and in the public interest.

Lord Nolan, in a letter to John
Major, said there was no “funda-
mental malaise”, but his report called
for more openness in the running of
4,600 bodies, incleding grant
maintained schools, further edu-
cation colleges and training bodies.
The Prime Minister promised to
give the report “the close study it
deserves”, while Labour's Derek Fos-
ter, shadow chancellor of the Duchy
of Laneaster, said the party would
ensure that local authorities had the
power o scrulinise “policies and
actions of such quangos”. He said:
“Without such teeth, local account-
ability will remain a pipe-dream.”
The bodies studied by Nolan are
governed by unpaid boards but
mostly funded and supervised by
national quangos.

The committee said these were
responaible for identifying and reme-
dving malpractice “yet in the few
cases where things have gone badly

Wwrong . . . it has frequently been the
tip-off to the press or the local Mem-
ber of Parliament . . . which has
prompted the regulator into action”.
There should be mote careful use.
of gagging clauses, and there
should be opportunities for staff to
ralse concerns confidentially inside,
and outside, organisations. An ap-
proach that invited all staff “to act
responsibly to uphold the reputation
of thelr organisation and maintain

Nolan urges staff
to blow the whistle

public confidence . . . might help to
avold cases when the first reaction
of management faced with unwel-
come information has been to shoot
the messenger”.

 Meanwhdle, in 2 move which fore-
stalls the Nolan Committee, the
Sertous Fraud Office (SFO) and the
National Audit Office are investigat-
ing possible multi-million pound
fraud end corruption scandals in-
volving hundreds of homes bought
by housing. associations: for home-
Jess people in the West Midlands.

The investigation raises Qques-
tions about the monitoring role of
the Housing Corporation after alle-
gations that it failed properly to deal
with one potential fraud after lend-
ing millions of pounds to one of the
agsociations involved.

"The scandal centres on the West
Midlands’ biggest housing associa-
tion, Focus, after a number of
whistleblowers and its chief execu-
tive, Richard Clark, passed files to
the police alleging that a fraud ring
involving members of his staff,
valuers, solicitors and vendors, is
operating in Birmingham.

More than 50O property trans-
actions involving seven housing as-
sociations are under investigation.
The SFO is understood to be con-
cerned that the ring could be oper-
aling on an even wider scale,

A confidential report details 116
properly deals wlhere it is alleged
that nearly 30 per cent of the sale
price has been creamed off to the
cartel. Three members of Focus
have been dismissed. Other allega-
tions of mortgage fraud, corruption,
and lavish lifestyles financed by pub-
lic money in a defunct Birmingham
housing essociation, Shape, are also
belng investigated by the police and
auditors.

Robin Corbett, Labour MP for
Birmingham  Erdington, who
paseed some of the informatlon to
the audit office, said: "The disclo-
surea emphasise the need for much
tougher guidance and control over
the spending of public money.”

James Melkle

RGANISED criminals are swin-

dling the state of millions of
pounds a year in bogus housing
benefit claims, prompting MPs to
demand mote high profile prosecu-
tions and exemplary sentences for
fraudaters.

Frank [eld, chairman of the
Commons social security commii-
tee, said that an investigation of
private landlorda responsible for
more than 20 homes on which bene-
fit was claimed would reveal "more
mult-millionaires created through

National Lottery™.

Laws on data protection and con-
fidentiality should be reviewed to
help stop the. fraud, the committee
gald in a report last week, Uptoa

" | fifth of the £10 billion housing bene-

| {it bilf may be siphoned off illegally.
The all-party committee believes

-| that “third parties® — private land-

lords or their agents — are respon-
- sible for most maipractice.

‘The committee pressed for more
powers to check on landlords’ and

. _claimants' tex and national insur-

housing benefit than through the

Gangs in benefit swindle

Payments almost doubled in five
years, and Increasing subsidies to
tenants in the private sector meant
much was going directly to land-
lords. . _

Many serious frauds, including
false addresses, fictitious tenancies,
multiple identitles, false Income dec-
larations and forgery of cheques,
could only be maintained for long
periods with the active support of
landlords and their agents. -

The report sald: *These most se--
rious cases have nothing t¢ do with
poverty or desperadon. They are
organised crimes motivated by
greed and deceit.”

@ Thousands of sick or unemployed
home owners face crippling mort-
gage demands following a bungle

Security.

DSS officlals said overpayment of
mortgage Interest remained the
biggest problem in the running of
the income support system for
home owners. . _

Thousands of inéome Support
claiments have faced demands for
repayment of benefits and then
. repossesgion when they could ngf

by the . Department of Social’

— %5165 -
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The Week in Britain James Lewis

RITAIN pulled out all the
B stops for President Jacques

Chirac's four-day state visit.
‘The Anglophile republican Presi-
dent — the first head of slate to ar-
tive in London by rail, travelling on
a scheduled Eurostar train —
clearly enjoyed the pomp and
pageantry. He blew kisses of delight
to the crowds from the Queen's
open carriage, and even allowed
himself to be stuffed with British
beel at Buckingham Palace without
a word of protest.

The President and the Prime
Minister, John Major, put on an
impressive display of affection. Nol
In 50 years had relations hetween
the two countries been so good,
enthueed Mr Major, while President
Chirac urged solidarity and the
creation of a mysterious “global
partnership” between France and
Britain. The great love-in could not,
however, disguise the crisiz across
Europe, and particularly in the Tory
party, over beel,

‘Mr Chirac offered a few helpful
words. He endorsed Mr Major's
“step-by-atep™ approach towards
persuading the European Union to
lift the ban Imposed on the export of
British beef because of the scare
over “mad cow disease”. But many
Tory Eurosceptic backbenchers are
' in no mood for negoliation and want
to confront the EU and begin retalia-
tory measures,

* They have demanded a variety of

retaliatory measures including stop-
ping Britain's contributions to the
EU hudget; slashing EU beef ex-
ports to Britain; threatening sanc-
tions; or pursuing an “empty chair”
policy at EU negotiations. So far,
however, the Cabinet has favoured
patience and negotlation, and Mr
Chirac reminded his listeners that
the scare had hit the German and
French bheef markets as hard, if not
harder, than Britain's.

-Meanwhile, the Agriculture Min-
ister, Douglas Hogg, offered to dou-
ble — from 40,000 to 80,000 — the
number of cattle over 30-months-old
which Britain is prepared to cull to
restore public confidence in beef.

There were cautious hopes that
the EU veterinary experts would
endorse a proposal by the European
Commission to lift the ban on
British gelatine, tallow and beef

. ences here are minimal compared

Chirac gets choice cut of pomp

veterinary committee voted down
proposals to ease the ban on ex-
ports of heef byproducts until more
detailed eradication measures arn:
agreed, plunging Britain into [ur-
ther confrontation with the ELL

ETER MANDELSON., Labour's

clever eleclion strategist amd
close confidant of the party lemler,
Tony Blair, last weck gencruusly
praised the qualities of Gordon
Brown, the shadow chancellor. Mr
Brown was equally generous in his
praise of Mr Mandelson, saying: "1
get on with him. He is one of the
most briliant electoral sirategista
and has done a tremendous amount
for the party.”

It was all part of an excrcise by
Mr Blair to put an end to gossip
about petly feuds belween members
of his shadow cabinet. He lokl them
sternly that, with the approach of a
general clectlon, the collective
leadership needed to demonsirate
selfrestraint, and that “whal was
once seen as no more than harm-
less gossip now has the potential o
damage the Labour parly".

Mr Brown Is sald not to have en-
tirely forgiven Mr Mandelson for
backing Mr Blair for the leadership
in 1994, The deputy leader, John
Prescott, did hls own bit of slirring
when he criticised Mr Brown's plan
to give the Treasury more power in
a Labour government.

There is nothing new sbout ten-
sion among big egos at the top in
politice. Mr Prescott and Robin
Cook, the shadow foreign secretary,
may be distancing themselves
slightly from the leader in case he
should push his modernising zeal
too far, but the ideological differ-

with the, distances that separated
prominent members of previous,
Labour governments,

TTACKS on the Government's;

running of the Natonal Health
Service were renewed by the doc-
tors' trade union, the British Med--
ical Association, which olaimed that
hospitals across the country were.
facing “financial meltdown"” and that:
patient care was being put at risk.
because they were being presded to’

- | 'why-should-Finquire’ ; Wa¥ ..y
hdd_etﬂ.,thq.hti he ifr:'mr 'lltI;edﬂFﬁl'
pect -of inquiring into Wi
pened mamm-sbmuﬂ@ﬁ“-ﬂ_
volunteered Information.., .: o

The Church’s “comprort IlW! ot
icy is to pccept gays forhe B |

Huospitals are required to cut their
budgets by 3 per cent each year
They are not allowed 1o make a sur
plus, and the fees ey charge b
funily doctors and health auther:
ties miust be sufficient only to cover
costs, not o replice cquipment ar
expantt survices, According to the
BMA, 1he most efficient hospilas.
treating Whe  preatest number o
patients, beeome  Tinancial loses
anl are driven towards bankruply
beeause they are forced lo charg
unrealistically low prices.

In some hospitals, surgeos
clim o have been ordered b,
managers lo create waiting s
ariificially by working slowly 82’
way of making money. Other hasprl
tals complain that the only way bef
can balance their books B
discharging patients early. .

The Audit Commission joined i
ihe altack, asserting that the
fund-holding system — clai
miinisters to be the “driving fore
hehind NHS reforms — was
to produce Improvements for msl
paticnts because some doctors b
neither the skill nor the molva
to make the scheme work. b

GP fund-holders arc glven
gels to “buy” hospllal care:
specialist services from where® |
they can get the best deals .
commission accepts the :
fund-holding, but questions o |
skills and competence- in .Imp_lf_,
menting it pooee
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LORD RUNCIE, the “’WV
bishop of Canterbury,
that he had knowlnﬂ.ll'..'.o'd'h !
homosexual priests in dirgct mm',

vention of the Church's ban, 8%
which he described as "llldl‘:fﬂ‘g"m
There had been times BTy
istry, eaid Lord Runcs, Wi )|
acted in a ‘dop’t-wantiokn0%. .,

not for the clergy, Lord Rue
‘ n{li§qloh tll)mlfgdl 8 ‘gt_qinn P gi: :
cism. an uld open, &1 il
ore divisive than othat P8

ordipation of women,

GUARDIAN WEEKLY
Mey 26 1808

UK NEWS 9

Labour to end free degrees

Patrick Wintour

The proposals form part of a

“free” higher education.

tackle the crisis In higher education
fundlng by agreelng that students in
future must pay back & proportion
of their maintenance contributions
through the national Insurance
systern, The idea was ditched at the
last moment in 1993 when John
Smith, the then leader, was not
prepared to make an issue of it,

ABOUR is to bite the bullet
after three years of party
wrangling and commit itself
to making graduates pay back part
of the cost of their university educa-
tion. The move signals the end of

Party leaders are planning to

document on life-long learning pre-
pared by the shadow education Eec—
retary, David Blunkett, They form
part of Labour's evidence to the
Government-established but bipar-
tsan Dearing Commission on
higher education funding,

They come at the end of g
troubled fortnight for Labour domi-
nated by disputes over policy and
personalities,

Separate proposals to limit child
benefit for children over 16 and
switch funds to training and college
education for 16- to 19yearolds
have already provoked unrest within
the party.

Mr Blunkett has so far shown a

and university heads have afready
reluctantly embraced the idea of
paying back some tuiton costs
through national insurance or_the
tax system to help fund a boom in
student numbers.

Labour’s proposala are modelled
on an Qustralinn government higher
education contribution scheme,
which has succeeded in not
dgterrlng' children from poorer fam-
llies. The party is to propose that
repayment of maintenance grants
should be related to earnings, with
the grants paid back through the
national insurance system. Unem-
ployed graduates will not be re-
quired to make repayments,

The paper argues that the Gow-
ernment's National Student Loans
Company has effectively collapsed
with take-up at less than half the
number of students eligible, Many

sure footing on education policy,
anq senior leftwing members of the
policy forum appeared at the week-
end fo accept the logic of the pro-
posals, arguing they will help rather
than hinder children from poor fam-
[lies reach higher education.

Labour is pleased that it has
stayed one step ahead of the Tories
on this isaue and 18 pointing out that
tuition fees will not be subject to
repayment. .

The move is likely to receive
broad support within the party as
the only way to continue to fund the
Increasing number of students, The
number of students has tisen from
98,600 in 1985 to 227,000 last year,

The National Union of Students

students are unable to meet the.five
year repayment requirement sched-
ules and defaults are increasing.

Labour points out that the num-
ber of students will have to continue
to rise If Britain is to compete with
other coumtries,

Vice-Chancellors have been
threatening to impose 2300 per
head student levy in 1997 to con-
front the financial crisis, a threat
that forced the Government to set
up the Dearing inquiry.

Labour’s national policy forum at
the weekend also saw delegates de-
nouncing the party leadership over
its handling of plans to withdraw
child benefit from parents of chil-
dren aged over 16 still at school.
Chris Smith, the Social Security
Spokgsman. reassured delegates that
a review of Child Benefit was under
way, but with no decisions made.,

Kelth Harper

LABOUR is preparing a wide-
ranging plan using the tax
system to persuade people to
use public transport and leave
their cars at home.

It has targeted a review of
company car taxation and vehi-
cle excige duty to encourage
“less intensive” car uge. Ifit
wins the election, Lahour may
also let local authorities keep toll
and parking chnrges — if they
are spent on transport schemes.
In the rail industry, one of the
plan's most controversial pro-
posals is for staff to sit on &
newly constituted Britiah
Rallways board “to make the
new BR a model of the stake-
holder company of the future” —
aiming at a new relationship be-
tween management and ataff,
who will be “justly rewarded® so
they work with a full commit-
ment to the industry’s success.
The proposals were in a docu-
ment, Consensus for Change,
drafted by Labour's policy forum
at the weakend. It contalns ideas
for a 20-year strategy in transport.
It comes a month after
Labour’s plans for a reform of
Company car use was revealed.

Tax plan to cut car use

general and carefully prepared
not to conflict with shadow chan-
cellor Gordon Brown's spending
commitments,

In ita foreword, Clare Short,
shadow transport secretary,
says: “The car cannot be wished
away and proposals that seek to
punish car use will not win
public support. But [people]
must be persuaded to use them
differently.”

The document recognises that
for many jobs a company car is
essential. But it wants to study
the structure of company car
taxation "“to encourage more
energy efficlent and environ-
mentally sustainable car yse”. It
also criticiges the flat-rate ays-
tem of vehicle excise duty, saying
it takes no account of mileage or
energdy efficiency.

Ma Short is opposed to
motorway tolls, but backs local
authority direct charges for road
use or their entering public-
private parinerships to raise

investment for transport.

Other proposals include a
local authority ban on lorries
through small towns and vil-
lages, amid more efficient use of
road freight.

But the current draft is more

Comment, page 12

Lisa Buckingham : '

INANCIAL support for the Con-
| Bervative party among PBritain's
blzﬂlest companiea has collapsed;
leaving the Government with only a [
handful of backers in the run-up to-
& election,

Research by.the Guardlan shows
that just 12 of the top 100 companies
which have so far published annual. |
Teports for 1895 are continding to' |
money to the Tories. ool
Of the groups.which have still to

Provide details, the Goverrment can

Encer and .Tomkins to remain

loyal, The defections mean the Gov-"
ernment will probably collect just:
*'-520.00(_1 from Britain's - biggest

Companies — roughly half the sup-

r‘-‘" It gained in the run-up to the -
23t election, when 29 corporations-.
made donations, - T
e Toriéa- have  cleatly ' been -
Stbbed by a number of big corpo-- |-

s long-gtanding support: following -

| ance details.

meet the debt.

semen. Biit 'on Monday the EU's

e

treat more patients for less money.. |

5400 clera leaving e G

2 Perceived failure -to. help then

Firms stop cash for Tories

Tely only 'on Dixons, Marks & |- 3
" pire, which gave £80,000 in its lagt "

-neutral Granada group will also af-'

-8plit of the Hanson empire, coupled |
with the relirement of foundér [' -
-¢halrman Lord Hanson,'could end -
~its! long- running £100;000{n'-yea:|'

l'ﬂlilnpa allenated' ‘by - government':|: countants ‘ Touche Ross' told"'the”
Dolicies, The- brewer and retailer,: [ {Congerbative party in July 1
Whitbread, .for example} -cancelled ' |£365,000 it had been givén by fugi-
itive Lycoon Asil Nadir ‘hid been’|"
istolenfrory his company. - '+ 1

beer Industry in successive budgets.
- 'Next yedr the pressure could ins
tensify. The drugs giant Glaxo ‘Well-
come 'gave £8,000 last year but has
-sald it-will no longer contribute; The
Insurance group Legal & General,
“which: gives about £30,000 a year, |
decided not to seek shareholder
approval for future conttibutions.
- Shareholders are helping to tura
the screw by questioning the valid-
ity of  donations to any 'political
party. This has prompted a number"
of ‘companies to aplit their political
contributions more evenly. " -
The acquisition of the Forte em--

financidl' ‘'year,” by the politically
fect Tory finances. And the four-way

dopation, © - : !
. It wda'also confirmedthat -ac-’|
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New doubt cast
on IRA bomb trials

Alan Travls and John Mullin

ONFIDENCE in the British

criminal Justice systemn was

dealt a devastating new blow
last week when the Home Office
announced that the discovery of
contaminated forensic equipment
cauld lead to the convictions of at
least ‘a dozen IRA bombers being
overturned.

Michael Howard, the Home Sec-
retary, ordered an independent in-
quiry into the disclosure that couid
affect some of the most high profile
cases of the last six years.

The Home Office =aid sclentigis
at the Ministry of Defence’s Fort
Halstead Forensic Explosives Labo-
ralory, in Kent, had discovered by
accident on March 14 that the
cenfrifuge machine used to gather
explosives evidence in bonmb cases
had been contaminated with Sem-
tex for more than six years.

The discovery was first reported
to Mr Howard two months ago. He
admitted that evidence from the lab-
oratory was used to secure convic-
tions in at least a dozen terrorist
explosives cases.

But Home Office sources con-
firmed thar the inquiry mey find
more cases are involved if It proves
that the contamination spread to
other parts of the laboratory.

A total of 38 people charged
wider the Prevention of Terrarism
Act have heen convicted of offences
involving explosives since the con-
taminated ~enirifuge was brought
into service in 1989, It is believed
{hat the dozen cases identified by
Mr Howard are among them.

Cases called into question are be-
Tieved to include the Cricklewood
bomb blast, the Warrington gas ex-
plesion and the attack on the Israeli
cmbassy in London. Many of the
cases will go to the Criminal Cases
Review Authority before being re-
ferred to the Court of Appeal, For
any senlence to be set aside it will
have to be shown that the flawed
forensic evidence was & crucial fac-
tor in the conviction,

The centrifuge machine at the
centre of the scandal had been in
uge until 1980 at a nearby labors-
tory. Scientists have not been able
te pinpoint the origin of the contam-

ination but believe the centrifuge —

the size of a microwave oven — was
already contaminated when they
started using it.

“By normal standards the explo-

sive detected was tiny,” said Mr
Howard in a Commions wrilten an-
swer. Later, he added: “The chances
that there has been a miscarriage of
justice are very smafl, But I don't
want to take any risks or leave any
stone unturned.”
- Gareth Peirce, who represented
Daniel McBrearty, a Londonderry
man who was held for three months
in 1989 solely on what proved to be
a false test for Semtex Ingredient
RDX, sald: “In the aftermath of the
Maguire and Birmingham Six cases,
the laboratory had a chance to clean
out the stables, but this shows they
never took the opportunity.”

Mr Howard ignored clear warn-
ings from Lord Taylor, the Lord
Chief Justice, that action was ur-
gently needed to lmprove the foren-
sic service 18 months before the
disclosure.

Lord Taylor warned Mr Howard
in November 1994 that epecilic
remedial action was “urgent and
ovetdue”. He told the Academy of
Forensic Scientists that the Home
Secretary's “silence on the issue
was deafening”.

Mr Howard's lack of action led to
accusations in the Commons that he
had displayed a “disastrous combi-
nation of artogance and ineptitude”
in his handling of the matter,

Heseltine courts Beiiing

ITH 280 business executives

more than £1 blﬁibn wvortl'.xi of 'n.ewl

Patrick Wintour

most senior ministers clashed
on Europe last week when the
Home Secretary, Michael Howard,
became the first member of the
Cabinet to call for a repatriation of
powers from the European Union.

His demand came as the Chan-
cellor, Kenneth Clarke, attacked

TWO of John Magjor's three

Tory Europhobes and warned that

disengagemenl from Europe would
leave Britain as a “Switzerland with
nuclear weapons”.

Conservative officials Insisted
that Mr Howard's outspoken attack
on lhe powers of the Sirashourg
judges had been cleared with the
Foreign Secretary, Malcolm Rifkind,
and did not contradicl the Govern-

Chancellor Kenneth Clarke was hustled into Nottingham Trent Universi to receive an honorary degree
amid proteats by students opposed to the award, made for services to the county

Cabinet clashes over Europe

ment's European white paper. Bul
sceptics were delighted that Mr
Howard has taken up their claim.

Speaking to the European Re-
search Group in London, Mr
Howard said a multi-speed LKurope
“could allow those countries which
wish to amalgamate their institu-
tions to do so while permitting other
slates for example to remain within
a single market, bul outside a politi-
vul union. This may Indeed mean
that sonie slates would be able to
repatrinte powers which are cor-
rently exercised by Brussels.”

The Prime Minisier has enduorsed
the idea of a multi-specd Furope,
but Mr Howard i the lirst Cabinet
minigter to spell out (he possibility
of reclaiming powers.

Mr Howard also delivered =

— ]

PHOTOGRAPH: DAVE JONES

fierce attack on the European Court
of Justice, accusing the Strashourg

”r

judges of overstepping their powers
and pursuing their own political
agenda.

Mr Howard insisted Britain
should remain within the unlon, bul
also claimed the beef ban made it
mueh more difficull 1o make the
case for membership

Nig remarks, incvilably seen a3
an altempl to keep up his profile in
the erowded batthe to lead the scep-
s, cane as the Chancellor bam_.ed
to voice the cage for Europe inside
1he Congervative party.

Mr Clrke said: "In an era of
ragad change, the European option
offers us o leverage an world events
which we coull no longer, and
woull never, enjoy on our own.”

Tit-for-tat 1o
end spy row

OUR British diplomats are

heing expelled from Moscow
and four Ruesians from London
In u negotiated conclusion to the
most serious East-West apy cri-
sis since the end of the cold war.
Both countries hope relations
can now return to normal.

Rusaian officials in London

called the British move “unjust, )

Helen Nowlcka

LEADING charity in pulling

pressare on high sireet Tushion
retailers lo gunrantee decent work-
ing conditions in factories in devel
oping countries which supply iheir
stores,

Oxiamt’s Clothes Cotle campaign
urges retailers to ensure that staif
in Third World .factories are not
exploited through excessive hours,
intimidation or hreadline wages.
Consumers will be asked to write to
chain stores asking how the people

Oxfam presses retailers

Gastgrrowing markoet felory owaers
minintise overhends by forcing stall
to work 12 hour days or longer in
sweslshops fur minimal wages.
Conditions frecquently contravene
the: UN declarnfion of human rights
undl the International Labour Orgare
isalions conventions on minlmum
standards, which governments.
many of the countries with the P°°"'
esl slandards have signed. -
Shelagh Young, co-ardinstor of
the Clothes Code campaign,
tailers are being asked to a
thelr responsibilitiea, Oxdfami favours

in tow, Michiael Heseltine ar- | business during a mission to Bei- | anfounded and unacceptable who made the goods on sale are | co-uperation between suppliers'
rived in the Chinese capital on | jing last year, Britein continues to | retaliation™. treated, and where clothes were | retnilers backed by “ind
Monday to drum up trade for | be thelaggard {n the China trade. Tt Britain never denled Russla’s manufactured, monitoring and spol checks. ﬁl
British firms, eager to capitalise on | exports more to Taiwan than China, | allegationa that it had arrested a By Increasing awareness of the | than boycotts of the worst [ac
noisy Sino-American squabbles to | which buys far more from Ger- | Russian spy in the act of broad- poor treatment garment workers | which would lead to job Iosse!-' ot
scoop up lucrative deals, writes Ap- | many, France and Italy than from | casting secret infotmation to - routinely endure, Oxfam hopes to There is evidence that fear of cot-
drew Higging in Beijing. Britain, London. But Britain did chal- create a tide of public opinion which | sumer criticism is having an impack. .
The deputy prime ministet's visit, British exporis to China fell by | lenge Moscow’s initial demand  |'will persuade all stores to imple- | Last week C&A announced-it #8 |
which will also included Shanghai | 2.4 per cent in 1995. At the same | for the expulsion of nine Britons | ment codes of conduct. . updating its code of conductforl“l’" .
and Hong Kong, came enly days | Lime, Chinese exports'to Britain — | as disproportionate. ‘The charity has alrendy ques- pliers and had enlisted an in I
after China and the US anvounced | more than double its imports — The Forelgn Office said that tioned the UK's five leading clothes dent audlting compeny to ask fﬂ‘-‘“’d :
. tit-fortat economic sanctions in a | rose 18 per cent. Russia’s final position had been | retailers, the Burton .Group, C&A, | ménagers about working pi wl‘ll :
| row over copyright piracy. The China has sought to drive a | given to the British ambassador, | Marks & .Spencer, Next and the | Those unwilling to co-operste (N
latest round of trans-Pacific fist | wedge between Europe and the US, | Sir Andrew Wood, by the deputy | Sears Group, about conditions st | find their contracts terminated: ' '}
+ ghaking s unlikely to resultin a full | dangling mwulti-miilion-pound deals | -foreign minlater, Sergel Krylov. their overseas suppliers. |, | . There are limited signa that0m®
! trade war but should help distract | for couniries willing to lake a less The Forejgn Office minister, The amount,of clothing chain. | factory bosses want to improve €0
attention from Britain’s quarrels | robuststand on human rights. Sir Nichplas Bonsor, then called . | stores buy from abroad varies. | ditions. In Bangladesh the. BIBW.
with China over Hong Kong, Last month Beljing placed an | in the Russian ambassador, Marks & Spencer says 77 per cent factory, which makes baseball co8 .
British merchants have long | order for 33 European . Airbus | Anatoly Adamishin, and gave " of lts garments are made In the UK, { for export, offers staff discoutt® "
grumbled that Governor Chris | plones, ending its previous prefer- him the names of fouy embassy | while -the Burton Group, whose | treatment st the localhoaplhlliw' "
Paiten’s attempts to expand demo- | ence for US Boeings. The switchi, | staff to be withdrawn, avolding - | atores  include: .Debenhams, Top. | operative storewith lowprloﬂ.
cracy in the colony havé hurt thelr. Hmugh probably motivated more by | the harsher word "Pxpel Shop, and Burton Menswear, - | hostel.for.single workers. The ,
commercial interests in China. price than politica, was presented by | = Nelther side has nubltahed the | ports about two thirds of stock. ... tory’s output. is.58 per cent Nﬂ":’
Despite Mr Heseltine's hoasts of | Beljing 28 a rebuke to Washington. ' | names of ﬂlm"ﬁnﬂwed- In an iﬂtensely onmpetiﬁve and | than at comparable

,'F-.'_..-_-. . ma -
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In Brief .

EARLY 2,800 aaylum-seek-

ers were deported last year
after thelr applications were
rejected — an increase of more
than 35 per cent over 1994,

RITISH Airwaya' 3,100.

pilots are threatening to
bring the alrline to a halt, despite
being offered bonuses of up to
£6,000 each as part of their
share in a £04 million employee
dividend, one of the biggeat ever -
pald by a UK company.

G OVERNMENT plans to give
MI5 aweeping new powers
coustitute a setious infringement
of civil liberties and breach
Britnin's obligations under the
European Convention on .
Human Rights, legal experts say,

HE former chairman of

Barings Bank, Peter Baring,
admitted that he and other direc-
tors must “share responsibility”
for ita collapse after disastrous
trading deals hy lts Singapore-
based trader, Nick Leeson.

THIRD of 15-year-old boys

admit carrving weapons,
according to reaearch hy Exeter
university, which suggests
teenagers feel safer when armed.

WO paedophiles who lived

out a fantasy of abducting,
Sexually abusing and murdering
a small hoy were given three life
sentences each. The case has led
to calls for a national reglster of
convicted child sex offenders so
their maves can he monitored.

APUBLIC health inquiry bas
heen launched in Cornwall
following the discovery of a clus-
ter of leukaemia cases in one
tlass at a secondary school in
Camelford, the town at the cen-
ire of a major water pollution
incident eight years ago.

ARNING letters are to be

offering free tests to households
that may be exposed to danger- .

a8 in arcas prevlously thought
to be rnt;lon -free,

L T : : 1

P OLICE hgve begnu a murder
after a man was . .,
stabbed to death in front of his
Iﬂrll’rlend ina "roud rage" qtlack.
. . Comment. page 12,

Apouctwomm who ..
claimed she was subjected .
to nine l,‘lnoqﬂm of humiliation
and victimisation by three male -
colleagues Tagt her case for sey- .
ual harasgment, The case ralsed .
disquieting clatms of routine
sexyal bullyhag in the force.

Lo - T

THE BRI‘I‘ISH wiier I-Ielen
Dunmore waa awarded. the .
first Orange prize forwomen .
writers ofﬂctlnn. -

e .

ACTOR Jon.Pertwge. best .

Ownfor role as Doctor. .

j":

Sy

@ died at the age. of 76.

ous levels of radloactive radon

‘ . 1'The shakeup has been; preclpi-

| ring
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Patrick Donovan

M ORE than 600,000 small
investors were sltting on
instant profits averaging
more than £100 as the Govern-
ment's most controversial privatisa-

ton to date, the £1.93 billion sale of
Ralltrack, provoked renewed  acou-

-| satlons that valuable state assets

\were being sokl on the cheap.

‘The Railtrack shares sogred to a
he[ty premium as the privatized ut-
ity made its stock market debut on
Menday, because of an unexpected
surge in demand which allowed the
Government’s financial advisers to
price the issue at 390p.— at the top
of an earlier valuation forecast.

* Bankers said that the decision
mesnt the Government would ralse

the rail network formerly controlled
by British Rail.

The sale will raise less for the
Treasury than the £2 billion of tax-
payers' money it pays out each year
to keep the raflway running.

The Government's adviser, SBC
Warburg, inaisted that the sale price
represented the maximum that
could reasonably be achieved. It
had previously indicated that the
fully priced shares would he =old at
350p-390p. But Labour has renewed
clains that the issue was under-
priced,

The Transport Secretary, Sir
George Young, said that privatisa-
tion would save the taxpayer money
because Railtrack needed to invest
£8 billion over the next five years.

- As part of the staggered-sale
offer, the first instalment in the
partly paid shares was priced over
the weekend at 190p for British re-
tall investors and 200p for insti-
tutions. The number of shares
avallable to big City investors was
reduced In order to meet demand
from small inveators.

With the proportion on offer to
the general public subscribed three
times over, the shares allocated to
tetall investors was increased from
30 per cent to just under 60 per cent
of the entlre issue. This meant there
were fewer shares for International
inatitutions, which had exceeded
their share allocation by 14 times,

Keith Harper adds: The ceaseless
and bitter rivalry between British
Alrways and Richard Branson's Vir-

R,ailtrack set to yield £1.9 billion

about £1.93 .bllllion_fro:ﬁ the ;a]e of .

gin group is descending into an-
nther flerce hattle as both sides vie
for control of the railways.

Britain's largest airlines are
locked in a herdto-hend contest to
run the crucial parts of the rail net-
work that serve the country’s air-
ports. Their ambitious plans include
new stations and perhaps fast links
between terminals at  Gatwlck,
Heathrow, Birmingham, Manches-
ter and Glasgow.

Both sides are to bid for Thames
‘Trains, which offer direct links be-
tween London and the two largest
girports in the country. But even
more significant is their interest in
British Rail's West Coast main Hne,
the important artery joining Lon-
don, Birmingham, Manchester and

Glasgow.

with a bullet lodged behind
her right eye last week under-
went a successful operation after
surgeons warned she had a
“time homb"” inside her head,
writes Chris Mihill,

Doctors at the Norfolk and
Norwich hospital, said they de-
glded to operate on Tenneh Cole
as there was a significant rigk of

|. her dying through brain infection.

A team of three surgeons led

. b¥ Geoffrey Cheney performed a
sent to 100,000 homes

2%-hour operation, cutting out a
.wedge of bone on her right cheek
to remove the 2em hullet, Mr
Cheney gaid there was already
sume infection behind Tenneh's
I

" e o R TR+
FIVE-year-old African girl

Bullet surgery for war orphan

rlght eye, rnising fenrs it would
apread to her brain,

“It was a bit like a ime bomb.
It could have gone off any time,
It may have taken weeks, or
months.,”

He said he was hopeful the op-
eration had reduced the rigks of
infection by 80 to 90 per cent,
and Tenneh may be able to re-
turn to her home In Slerra Leone
next month. She was hit by the
stray bullet 18 montha ago dus-
Ing the civil war in which her
parents died. A British couple,
Mark and Caroline Cook {with
Tenneh, ahove); who run a chil- .
dren’s home there, arranged for
her u-eahnent In England.

..Olarabver TR

HE top ,Iobs in the Engllsh _|I.Idl-..
Icmry are to go to two of the.

unprecedented era of legal réform,, -
' In_an-announcemen; likely to-be .

" |'miade this week. Sit, Thomas. Bing-

hhm _Master of the Rnlls. ia to.he-
me Lord Chief Justice, and Lord
Vsuulf. the new Master of the Rolls, .

tated by Lord Taylor's premature.re-
"tirement {hrough {lness afier only. |
], four years as:Lord Chief Justice.
,The change means | that Sir Thomas. |;

| will- move..frqin heading the clvll

s[de of,. J.he Court., of « Appeal 1o

8
, -ul;lom meR, are noted for theln w,llI

) ingp,e;s to approach :matters, [rom.

) st radical thinkers among seniot, |
* | judges; heralding what could be an

" ite criminal division, while |
1 Lprd oolitransfersdqwn fmmtlm

New judges herald reform

ﬁrst prmciples. sweeping aside the
,traditiona] assumptions which have'.
"blocked fundamental reform_ of the
Iegal gystem. - .

‘Lovd Woolf, who Lhmred the
Shmgwwa inquiry, will-soon an-
véil his blueprint for the most racical
.overhaul-of the civil jusiice system
for. a’ century, making it cheaper,
quloker and more accessible.

:The appointments, should .also

| lower the tempareture beiween: the

Governipent and the judiciary.aver .
 aentencing policy. While both men
are staunch-.defenders of judicial -
-independence, -hoth are less con--
. [rontational In, style; than, predeces-
sors such ag Lord Taylor: antl Lord
Donﬂldmvl Sl .
'Sir Thomas. emerged as & more.
- atceptable. candidate than the fronts.
rimnat, Lord Justice Rose, a critic.of
e Home Seoretary’s: ﬂlreaau'lkes

" and out" sentenmugpropnsals

David Sharrock
and Patriek Wintour

INN FEIN'S president, Gerry

Adams, said on Monday that
his party was prepared te sign up to
the six princlples established by an
international body to resolve the
deadlock in Northern Ireland over
illegally held weapons.

The announcement was immedi-
ately countered by John Major’s of
flce, which made it clear that such
an undertaking would not be
enough to get Sinn Fein a place at
the all-party talks, which begin un
June 10. “The need for a ceasefire is
paramount,” a spnkesman said,

The Dublin government said the
Sinn Fein move was welcome, but
added: “The government hope that
the statemnent can be built upon and
that the IRA reinstate its ceasefire
so that the circumstances will he
right for the success of fully inclu-
sive all-party talke on June 10.”

Mr Adama's decision may boost
his party’s standing in the Northern
Ireland Forum elections on May 30,
which will also elect negotiators to
the talks, but appears al this siage
not to have any direct Implications
for a resioration of the IRA ceasefire.

Sinn Fein moves on arms

“I will sign up to the Mitchell
principles provided everyone else is
doing it. and provided they are n
the context of proper all-party talks,
becanse those issues are entirely
within Sinn Fein's public policy,” Mr
Adams said.

The Mitchell principles are
named after the former US renator
George Milchell, whose three-man
ieam sl out the basis for para-
military ¢decommissiening.

‘The Ulster Unionist leader. David
Trimble, was sceptical, saving Sinn
Fein would have to give “their total
and absalute comuitment ta prinet-
ples”, including ending punishment
beatings.

Some believe Mr Adams's an-
nouncement is a sign the IRA does
not intend to renew its ceasefire in
time for the =tart of the talks, thus
embarrassing the Government by
forcing it to declde whether or not
to bar Sinn Fein, which would un-
doubtedly stage a demonstration at
Stormont and claim s renewed
electoral mandate was being ignored.

The move could also be seen as
lurther moverment towards a formal
separation between Sinn Fein and
the IRA, which many observers say
would be very dif! ficult to achieve.

Ian Black - '

RITAJN Is expelling three diple-
mats from the ‘Sudanese em-
bassy in London in' line with new
United Nations sanctions desfgned
to pressure-the Khartoum regime to
hand over- suspected terrorists, it
was announced on Monday.
-'The Foreign Officé said the diple-
. mats were being- given a month to
|- leave; the rémaining 12 will have to:
give -prior notlce of trips:outside
*London while entry visas. will be -
tlenled to members of the Sudanese
zovernmentor 1oili et
' The UN SecuntyICouncH voted
on* April 26 to impose diplomatic
and {ravel .sanctions on Sudan be-

the . Jslamist m\lltqr regime with.
what It called dcta of terrnrism '
.+ [t demanded that Suctan extradite:.

1 presidett, Hosnl Mubarak, during a'

1. viit.: to Addis..Ababa Inetfune.

Sudan. Insists. it..doesnot know-
where the men are, Wealern intelll..
gence agencles say this i alie,

;.1 Britain’s. Europeatt Unlon :part-: |

. ners are.expected to follow suit: with

~cause of concern over comiplicity by .|.

to'.-EthtopIn.mree-pe ple suspected

: of trying toiassassinate-the Egyptian 4

UK expels Sudan d|plomats

expuls:ons on a proportionate basis.
though the Landon embsssy -is
Sudan's biggest in the Weat: . S M
Sudanese officials, who had been
braced for one expulsion following
the United Statés decision to throw
out a diplomat, threatened retalia- |
tion. Britain's embassy in Khartuum
hassevenshaff. . - I . '
Forélgn Office scurces sald tﬁere
would be no justification for tit-for-
‘tati gction since the ‘move was the

- result of & UN resoluticn.

- +The sancHons, whiich tooﬁ eft'eét'

.on May 10,: call on .mémber. coun-

tiles -to. "significantly reduce® the
nuniber .and - level -of : staff .at. Si. -
danese . diplomatic - mlsslons. and |-
restrict or conirpl the - movement of |
those who. remain. The: measures
¢ah be.toughened after 60 dayk..

+ 1 Diplomats say Sudan-ls feellng

»thé-pressure. aiidi may: nct agninst
lundumentatist militants, The US ts |
oonceried -about’ Khartaums link.s
with Iraniun-bnckedgro pa.c
i1 The US sald dnst' week Tt was ex-

+ peliing a Sudanese diplomat. In Aprll;.
‘ it expeliéd a Sudanese officlak at the - -
UN, -accusing: him of helping’ Mus< |: -

Him: extremists plot-to blow.up 'the |-
- UN.and other New Yoik landingica;
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Mr Karadzic
loses his grip

8 Radovan Karadzic reslly. on the way out? That

would be a.remarksble ouicome. from the
Bosnian confusion and intrigue at the weekend.
Unfortunately the optimism of -the mediator Carl
Bildt is unlikely to be justified withjut a great deal .
more effort from the International community that -
he represents. The shekeup in the Bosnian Serb
leadership hbegan - last week when Mr. Karadzic
sacked his prlme minister, the' more moderata .
Rojko Knsagic. Now Mr Karadzic himself. has
stepped' down, probably under pressure from.
Serbia’s President Slobodan Milosevic. But the re-
pult.is still to leave hardliners in:charge of the .
Bosnian Serb regilme at Pale — and Mr Karadzic at
pesat sill in the wings. Nor doea it does make any
more probable the prospect of a mulii-ethnic Bosnia, |
as envisaged in the Dayton peace agreement.
, iThe chances of a mulfi-ethnic outcome were al-
ready negligible before US.intelligence officiala in
Washington said go — and made sure their version
got out In the New York Times. Both the Bosnlan
Serb Republic and the Sarajevo government have
been quite happy to see the Sarajeve suburbs
atripped of thelr industrial machinery, and then
abandoned by moat Serb residents under pressure
from Pale. Those who remained were soon subject
to intimidation. by the incoming Muslim adminia-
tration. The Serb regime bhas preferred instead to
concentrate the. new refugees in areas such as
Brcko and Srebrenica to ensure their ethnic domi-
nance. The Bosnian federal authorities in all
except one of the Sarajevo suburbs refused to ne-
gotlate with the Serb side, and ignored Dayton's
provislons for Serb participation in the city’s man-
agement. As the War Report journal' noted last
month, “Sargjevo ia re-unified, but Bosnia-
Herzegovina lteelf has moved ever closer towards
final division." .

The international force in Bosnia has turned a
blind eye to the worst violations. Nato proves to be
as weak am the much-maligned UN — indeed
weaker, since it is now operating under conditions
of peace which should make its task easier. There
ia atill no attempt to deter Serb: inimidadon of
refugeea passing through their territory-or seeking -
to.return home. The. Implementation Force (Ifor)y
hes adopted the lowest posaible profile on the
apprehension of war criminals. All hopes are still
vested in President Milosevic, whose intervention
will, it .is supposed, somehow magically result
in both Mr Karadzic' and General Ratko Mladic
heing handed. over to the War Crimes Tribunal in
The Hague. . * 1 . . ) : -
* If cracks in the Posnian Serb reglme reslly are
beginning to appear, then it-1s all the more impor-
tant for the member states hehind Wor to apeed up
the process by adopting a tougher atand. First,
they must declare their intention of ensuring by
milltary means if necessary that the Dayton provi-
slons are carried out, particularly on the return of
refugeés. Second, they should poatpone the arbi-
trary cut-off date of December 20, after which the
Nato peacekeeping force ta supposed to disappear.
As Washington (which set the date) is beginning to
realise, this will be a bug-out io disaster. - .

The battle for
cyberspace

1LL EUTURE generations look back on' this:

week as the week when a death warrant was
signed foi .the. hitherto omnipotent peraonal com-
puter -and with it the dominance of Bill Gaten and
his . Microsoit group?. Oracle - Corporation, the
world’s . second . largest computer sofiware’ com-
pany clearly .hopes so. Latry. Ellisop, Oracle's
chairman, regards. personal compugers as much
too expensive.and; far too, complicated for most
people. In order to open up :a truly mass market,
Oracle has stripped the PC of mioat of its expensive
clothes like. hard disk drives and. expensive inter.:
nal chips.: Iustead he ig planning to introduce a.
“network computer” (or NC) which wouldn't even
need today’s pricey shop-purchased domputer pro-
grammes, .The, NC links-up to the worldwide:
Internet. network: of coniputers through a modem:

plet=™) which can be called down from anywhere In
. the world where there is an NC.

To prove he meana business, Mr Ellison at the
weekend announced a dizzy array of the world's
moat powerful electronic manufacturera who have
agreed common standards for the new generation
of 500 computers. They include IBM, Motorola,
Nokia, Digital and Sun Systema, manufacturer of
Java software (which ls predicted to dominate the
.software of Cyberspace just as Microsoft domi-
nated the PC). At the moment some 80 per cent of
PCs are occupled by Microsoft's operating system
-and software. But stand by for the war of the com-
puter glants as Microsoft fights hack to avoid being
timbled from ite perch just as it outflanked IBM in’
years gone by, Although Microsoft is also develop-
ing Java, the new NCa won't run Windows, the
software on which' ‘Microsoft critically depends.
Computer pundiis think that Java software will
initially find it eapier to crack corporate markets
than the home if only because the 70 per cent of
homes without a ‘computer will have to plug the
-new NC into existing television sete and phone:
lines (thereby risking family disputes abolit who
uses what), since buying an expensive montior
would undermine the concept of cheap computing,
We are about to witness the digital equivalent of
Star Wars as Oracle and others fight Microsoft for
control of cyberspace, The one sure winner from
all this will be the consumer, who can look forward
to falling prices and the prospect of the digital
revolution being spread to people who until now
have felt themselves too poor to buy a computer of
their own.

How to curb
motorists’ rage

HE first use of the phrage in a broadsheet
newspaper was less than two years ago. Since
then there have been more than 700 references to
the so-called new phenomenon: road rage. It is
gaid to be sweeping the couniry, with even the
most law-abiding citizens indulging in the offence:
individuals who use their vehicle to attack other
cars or even get out and assault drivexs who have
Infuriated them. A confrontation at the weekend,
which led to the death by stabbing of a driver, is
bound to prompt more gloomy predictions of the
decline of civilisation and the riase of violent man.
Time for some perspeciive.

What is frequently ignored by commentators is
the rise in road traffic: up 50 per cent in the last
two-decades and due to rise by 100 per cent in the
-next 20 years. Two-thirds of all households in
Britaln now have access to a vehicle. Some 28
million vehicles are registered in the country — up
§ million in- a-decade. Not only is there more
chance that people with quick tempers, identity
problema or pathological fantasies will have access -
to a vehicle but they are also, with the decline
in alternative transport, more llkely to be using
theirvehicles, .

Undoubtedly there is a small minority of patho-
logical drivers, who need to be Ideniified because
of their suicldal — and homicldal — diving hablts,
-There is a gecond group of yobs, Intent on causing
trouble to the vulnerable by tali-gating or other
dangerous tricks. Mobile phones are the hest
deterrent t6 these troublemakers. But there is a
. third group of drivers, conventional and normally
law-abiding, who may flip. It would ba worth some
police research. C e e

‘Thera are same ohvicus ways In which cars can'
‘make people more aggreasive, even If there were
- no traffic jams or road blocka, There is the power,
+ the 1lluslon of the driver being in total contro], and
- the “distance” which it creates between people in
- different cars. No driver needs to look the other In
 the eye. There is enormoiis power at the touch of a

pedal, Worse ptill, airbags and seat straps can-give -
--a falde senge of invitlnerability. Then there is ovet: -
crowding, - with . Britain’s roads among the most
-over-uged 'in. Burope,"Add ' these Ingredients —
potency,  distance and overcrowding = together:
- and it is'no’ wonder that aggression rises. Péople
lode' irihibltion ‘as they get angrier. There are few :
1 more powerful' weapons than a powerful car.” -
.- Yet all is not lost, People do'modify their behav--
‘jour. Britaln bas just conducted o very succésaful
- “don't drink and drive” campaign, There has been
“an enormous:shift In attitudes, People have recog-
niged -the dangeérs of drihking 'and adfjitsted theh”

Martin Woollacott

HEN the family of Nur-

uddin Farah, the Somali
: writer, ran away from a
ruined Mogadishu, they left, in the
words of his sister, with “our beds
unmade, the chalrs in our dining
rooms’ upturned; our Xitchens
unswept, our dishes in the sinks,
our future undone”,
* They went in ships from Mo
gadishu to Mombasa, just as Liberi-
ans are now going from Monrovia,
and just as the beat people now
belng forced to go home once left
Vielmam.

All of these different people were
touched, a8 Nuruddin Farah's father
said of his own family, by “the virus
of fleeing”. That terrible combina-
tion of fractured domesticity, of loss
of faith In the future, and of the in-
fectiousness of the urge to escape,
is something that more and more
experience.

Such people have another thing
in common: that efter the heart-
break of leaving a home, and after
the initial dangers of flight, the or-
deal is rarely over. Then can come
despalr as refugees are turned away
from country after country, or suf
{er the long slow loss of hope, or of
reason, in detention camps.

Yet the numbers of refugees and
the internally displaced — those who
are refugees in their own country —
have now reached 50 million, accord-
ing to the United Nations High Cont-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
That i about one in 115 of the world
population. Twenty years ago the fig-
ure lor refugees was 2.5 million,
Thete has been nothing on the
present scale since the years aftor
the second world war. After that, it
was thought, there would he occa-
sional emergencies bul never again
an International ‘vista of suffering,
homeless people. -

" Now events conlinuously gener-
ale refugees, and it is hard 1o think
of this as a problem that will one day
be over. Somalla had looked afer
“Tundreds of thonsands of Ethiopinn
refugces before being overwhelmed
by disaster ilsclf, And; among those
fleeing Liberin in {he overcrowded
tubs Lhat have ‘set out from Mon-
rovia, there are men and women
from Sierra Leone who'had first lled
to Liberia from the civil war in their
own counfry.

The ship which the Ghanaians
have just allowed to land is called
Bulk Challenge. It is aptly named,
“The challenge of refugees sharpens
precisely because of the growing
‘numbers. Rich and 'poor countries
- alike fear the costs and the dlsrup-
tion of accepting refugees on a large
scale, They also' fear the precedent,
‘because there ia:no-denying that
ohce'an immigration’ “chaln” is set
" up, for whatever reason, It is virtu-
 ally impossible to stop, even when
conditions In the etricken country

*'improve. I

As i3 well known, 'everywhere In
the world governments dre taklng
‘ medsures to keap out immigrants,

last week upheld that country’s new'
regulntions; while-thie French gov--

West makes drama
out of refugee crisis

*'The - German" congtititional court

ernment is whvering af this moment:
over contentious 'récdmmendations -

immigration. ‘The Huropean police
agency recently declared that the
smuggling of illegal immigrants was
its “main concern”.

None of this is supposed to affect
the “genulne refugee”, but naturally
it does, In any case one kind of im
migrant status tends to blur into an-
othier. What, for instance, would be
the status of those on board the
Liberian ships? Most would cer
tainly not qualify for asylum. They
are merely fearlul people fleeing a
bad and dangerous place, and took-
ing for somewhere tolerable in
which to begin new lives or to wail
until things are better at home,
Those who successfully flee war
and chaos tend to include many ofa
counlry's educated class, the nat-
ural leaders, the technically quali-
fied — the human material (hat s
vital to reconstruction,

Considerations of this kind rein-
furce the argument of the UNHCR
thal the movement of refugees is a
probiem that should never be consid:
ered in isolation. The reports com-
missioned by Sadska Ogata, the
High Commissioner, in 1993 and this
year describe the same tragedy in
three acts.

N the first phase, there is special
ist knowledse of impending disas
ler but a refusal by governments
to listen, on the grounds (hat warn-
ings are two a peony, and what s
vnly potential can be ignored. Then
comes the crisis and an intense
flurry of public concern, fundrals:
ing, and aid-giving. For example, in
the first two weeks after the scale of
ihe Rwanda tragedy became clear,
52 hillion was pledged, a sum
memey whicli, as some relief work-
ers have sourly pointed out, could. i
spent previously In Rwanda, have
seriously altered the social and po-
litical situation there for the better.
Finally the third phase sels In.
Public Infevest Tutes, aid drops off
Dut the refugees remain, as they do
in Zaire, where a milllon Rwandan
refugees silll struggle 1o surviee
the camps. The UNHCR and the
non-governmental  ngencies,  arc
then left to cope, wilh: dwindling
funds. This tast phase 1s alsoa crth
cal time of mistrust between ‘the
countries In the affected rcgldn'lm‘.‘_
those distant from It )

siream from themselves and

something 1s being done, distant
countries work manfully to pr
suade those iri the region to talié the

promise, help will be given, dnd, it
time, a quota of those disp

be accepled in Europe or the U
Such promises tend to get forgotten-

ments act and publit opinion festtt
“only at the helght of a criils 8 ¥
chart of inadequacy. The chok®

a rational policy of preventish d,
management, one that :

‘ate the conséquénces of War.
political “bieakdown,” and
“ourselved to keep repeating
- defeating pattern of ﬂltemnﬂﬁ-!m_
_gagement and disengagement-¥

Anxlous lo deflect the I'Eﬁlgﬁ
shaw thelr own public opinion the! {

refugees. Money will be foun, thef |

or compromiséd as time goesan. 1,
This ead graph, In which govettt{.

not between a cold closing 61 |
doors and open house: i is beféet |,

"ways work but would_lqsuq_lls_!,m?gﬁ-_ a

i 4k

-.J

and will recelve all.of its software ~ from games to _ ted 1 “from ‘a'parllaméntary -commission’ | “the crises that send so;minny ol
spreadsheets — froni the Net. Nothing needa to be 1| behaviour, The:same principles should be applled - | 'on Immigration. The US:Sénate has | ot froni their hoies, thelf ki
loaded.in. Already.an army of sofiware developers | to aggressive -driving:'show mctorists the -conse--{-just pushed thirough additional mes-' | unswept, thelr chialjs bvertit el il
I8 workding on globally mobile soflware (called “ap- | quences:and they:may modify their conduct:: "' o1-sives- binied at * turbing -llegal | thie hazabdd'of edeape and exle™:

_____-—-‘I' .

‘mindater, Theo
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HE recent announcement by

the popular former prime

minister of Bosnia, Harls
Silajdzic, that he was forming his
own party with a view to fighting
this year’s general election threal-
ens to disrupt the political equilib-
tium established by the nationalist
parties.

Both President Alija Izetbegovic's
Party for Democcratic Action (SDA)
and the opposition parties are fully
sware that Silajdzic's Party for
Bosnia-Herzegovina (SBIH) is in a
good position 1o influence the out-
come of the election, which is ex-
pected to be held by September at
the latest.

Now that the flrst unofficial elec-
tion salve has been launched, the
SDA, a nationalist Muslim party, is
mobilising its troops and looking
into possible campaign themes, At
its first public meeting, held in
Zenica the day after the SBIH's
founding convention, lzetbegovic
Addressed 20,000 people,
Overshadowed by the powerful
SDA, Bosnia's opposition parties
hardly opened their mouths during
the war. It was a lime when they
were concentrating all their ener-
gles on thwarting Serb and Croat
separatist designs.

Those parties — the Social De-
mocratic Party (SDP), the Indepen-
dent Republicans, the Social
Democratic Bosnian Union
(UBSD), the Liberal Party and
other tiny parties — now have two
Rood reasons to snap out of their
torpor. First, the three nationalist
parties are poised to win the elec-
tions once again, thus confirming
Bosnia's division into three ethnic
entitles. Second, Silajdzic night be
seen by the electorate as the only
person who embadies a multi-ethnic
alternative — which would have the
effect of pushing the Soclal Democ-
rats, Republicans and Liberals even
further on to the sidelines,

The oppaosition parties and Silaj-
dzic's SBIH may soon come to an
agreement with a view to setling up
a “national Bosnian bloc”, which
would set out to defeat the national-
1st parties.

Selim Beslagic, mayor of Tuzla
and president of the UBSD, con-

May 12. The possible allisnce will
probably not be formalised until the
off_icial opening of the election cam-
paign in June or July. Problems
remain over the contrel of key min-
istries if the alliance wins the election.

Silajdzic, a former close adviser
to Izethegovie, clearly represents a
danger to the government, His dect
sion to form his own party has al-
ready thrown the SDA's executive
committee into confusion. Ten lead-
ing members have left the ruling
party to join Silajdzic, while others
have heen forced to step down.

This jockeying for position has
had the effect of making the SDA
leadership much more radical. The
ruling party, long riven by different
tendencies, has rallied round its hard-
liners and become more homoge-
neous, This is evident from an
internal memo setting forth the ar-
gumentis the party plans to use dur-
ing the election campaign. It refers
to the 1990 elections, which brought
to power a coalition of three natlon-
alist parties — the Muslim SDA, the
Serh SDS and the Croat HDZ —
which shared a determination to un-
derline their ethnic differences,

Six years laler — four of them
spent fighting — the SDA is again
basing its argument on the defence
of the “Muslim people”, while appar-
ently giving little thought 1o a pessi-
ble “Bosnian people”. Worse still,
the memao urges Muslims not to re-
peat the mistake they made in 19590,
wlten some of them voted for non-
nationalist parties, “those opposition
parties whose ranks included future
war criminals”.

Social Democrats and Liberals
who have consistently defended a
multi-ethnic Bosnia are thus de-
scribed as "war criminals”, whereas
no mention is made of the separatist
policies of the SDS or HDZ,

Faced with this new d¢ faclo coali-
tion of nationalist movements, the
_opposition thinks it is in with a
chance of winning the elections and
preventing the planned splitting up
of Bosnia,

But to achieve lts aim of a reuni-
fied Bosnia the opposition will have
to look farther afield than juat the.
territories controlied by the Bosnian
government’s army, [t will have to

firmed these partmership plans on.

find allles in the “Serb Republic”

New Bosnia party upsets nationalists

The government and the opposition have been wrong-
footed by an ex-prime minister's ambitions to unite the
country’s ethnic communities, writes Rémy Ourdan

el v

Helping hand
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and in “Herzeg-Bosna”, the statelets
controlled by Serb and Croat
separatists,

But that will not be possible until
the basic liberties (freedom of
movement, a free press) have been
rveslored, In Serb and Croat territo-
ries, totalilarianism has such a
stranglehold that the oppositions
ambitions seem doomed to failure
unless the international community
firmly commits itself to a process of
democratination.

With the SDA becoming increas-.
ingly radical, the Bosnian press has
been specylating on the personal
role played by President Izethegovic.
Some papers have reported rumours
; that the creation of Silajdzic's party

: . . an Epyptian UN soldier h;mds out sweets to
Bosnian children. But the international community will have to do
more if plans for of A muld-ethnic Bosnia are to succeed

- to the bloody war that has just ended.

20,

s SR

-

i
3
i

e
M

At s‘!;l-"-'- AT A

may have been discreefly encour-
age by Izetbegovic himself.

A recent opinion pell published
by the weekly Dani gave Silajdzic
the highest rating of those running
for the top job (42 per centy, welt
ahead of Lzethegovic (27 per cent),
while no other politician managed
more than 5 per cent.

But Silajdzic's SBIH has no opera-
tional structure and no branches in
the separatist territories. It looks as
though only a coalition of opposition
parties will get the better of Bosnla's
powerful nationalists, whose victory
in 1990 — with the firm backing of
Belgrade and Zagreb — led directly

(May 15) .

Lucas Delatire In Bonn |

IN THE light of the latest tax rev-
enue forecasts published by the
German finance ministry on May
15, it looks unfikely that the auster-
ity messures announced by Bonn
laat month will be enough to sbeorb
the country’s public deficlt from
1997 O . 1
Because of the depressed state of
the economy and the high cost of,
unemployment, the estimated tax
revenues of the federal state and the
Linder will be lower than earlier
forecasts of DM 21.7 billlon (§14.2
E,"i‘“g;’% In 1896 and DM 66.5 billlon

According fq the feders! finance
aigel, the new fore-

-casts will not deflect goyernment

——

Home economics tests Kohl’s resolve

policy. Rumours had suggested the
-flgures. would be even more disas-
trous. But in additjon to the plan to
save DM 50 billion outlined at the
end of April, further cytbacks will
'no doubt prove necessary -— unless
“the government decides ta increage
VAT, from 15 to 17 per cent, as haa.
-been - suggested by several senler
members of the ruling coalition dur-.
ing the past few days. L .
.However, when Kohl announced.
his exceptional austerity measures
‘he may not have expected Lo aroyse
as much opposition as he has from,
‘two of the government’a maip part-

ners in pegotiations: the trade |

‘unlons and the Linder, =~ -
.u',.'l‘He _“Eﬂlr}_n,s are flexing thelr .

imuscles, Strikes have been break-,

.inslilgaﬂon of the seamen and port
.workerg union, the OeTV, which

‘employees. The union s pughing
for a 4.5 per cent rise In salaries this
‘year. The state, meanwhile, s
lcoking at a “zero increase” so that
It can put its finances back on an
even keel, : -

The DGB. federation of German
trade unions, which represents vir-.

-tyally all the country’s:union organi- |-

'sations, has called on its 9 million
.members to show their determina-
«ton, and it has promised "a long,
- ‘Limited lndustrial-action is due to.
‘citiminate in an glluaton demonstrg- -
tion In Bonn on June 15. The unlons’,,

.ing out all eround the country at the |

maisajm is. to block a.plan to re- .
'duce sickness bgng?lt, wil:lc‘ﬂ s due1 .

( e Ue . nies to make redundancies. .
‘represents 3.2 milllon pubfic:sector |.

_(chiefly.as a result of the aholition of

;themn. as:hard as they. can, .particu--
lerly. in.the Bundesral, fhe, federal
-counl, that represents .fhem. in

to become law in the next few
weeks, and to get the government
to scrap legislation making it easier
for emall and medium-sized compa-

But it is ‘with- the Linder that
negotiations will be the most tricky;
They are not prepared to nccept the
sacrifices demanded of them, and
their president-ministers . said. as
much when they mat recently, They
will have a chance to relterate their
vlews to Kohl when they meet him
next mpnth. -

The leaders in the. Linder:feel |-

that the government's plans will rob.,
them.of substantial .tax resources

the wealth tax), and they will fight,

Bonn.

Shine put
on single
currency
COMMENT

T HE economic forecaats pub-
lished on Moy 15 by the
European Commigsion in Brus-
sels may well give rise to optl-
mism and restore confidence,
which is itself regarded as an Im-
portant ingredient of recovery.

They make reassuring read-
ing: after the economic dol-
druma that lasted from the
gecond half of 1995 to early
19986, activity is set to pick up
strongly — boosted by a
favourabile economic and politi-
cal environment,

The take-off is expected to
occur on such a scale that hy the
beginning of 1998, when
Brussels is dolng its sums in
preparation for the transition to
the Euro, ai least seven coun-
tries, and possibly more, can
reasonnbly be expected to meet
the Masastricht criteria and thus
move on to the promised land of
a single currency.

It is only when that aim, on
which cverything elsc now de-
pends, has been achleved, and
the European Union is consali-
dated, that the praceedings of
the Intergovernmentsl
Conference responsthle for re-
forming the communigy's institu-
tions to allow fer the possible
membership of Central
European countries will e able
to get off the ground.

The Commission’s optimism
is not false, even if it in hard to
subscribe to it wholeheartedly.
On paper at least, given some
particularly favourable factors
such as very low interest rates
and the dynamiam of the EU's
trading pariners, and given also
the member countries’ avowed
determination to reduce their
budget deficlts, there are
grounds for looking forward to a
non-inflationary recovery.

But there are two important
preconditions: the medicine im-
posed on public finances muat
not kill the patient before it ef
fects a cure; and the patient

" must not xesist treatment.

It wounld be a big mistake to
discount the warning spelled cut

- to the French.government by laat

December's wave of strikea,
Similar unrest could occur else-
where ~ even In Germany, whose
celebrated social consensys is
being serloualy ereded.
Chancellor Helmut Kohl
seemed In a détermined rather

! than an optimistic mood during
. his Brussels visit two days ajp.
:More than once, he atreased the
problem of unemployment, The
-outiook I8 bleak in that depart-
.ment, The Commission knew it
.had to look inty the problem, de-
spite the dif icuftes invoived..

Thatwas the alm of the “pact

for employmens” proposed by its
‘president, Jacques Santer. He
~may have felt discouraged by the ' |
icy welcome his suggestions got
frorn.employers. Yetthis isthe -
'arega that offera the best chance

of mipping serions problems in
thebud. . . o .
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tarnished Riviera

northern Alpes-Maritimes, which
caters for people looking for green-

in its ‘duty’

Anne Proenza in Bogotd

Medals Row Rumbles on After Suicide

Blli McAlllster and John Mlntz. : g . ) : '

Drugs Trial
Opens Race

Holiday-makers are

ike"! S s
. . DOCUMENT published DMIRAL Jeremy M. "Mike"!
o Foct for 1 tark benuty | S ot A Coomion e A o o i himae Divisions
| oal Geérard Yoo : ting recently in Bogiotd, un. er questions were rajse
| south for th_e sta t &ll‘lt;ys Gérard Yvos, manager of the top- Ie‘:c;(:ectgdly sugdested that the about two of his Vietnanvera deco- EDITORIAL
| o Gosasl’)“lll l(llnt‘;h tteHoltEI Cal\:m:;ne:lait:; tg:;. nation’s notoriously corrupt rations, may have had a right to.
Marie-Pierre Subt roisette In Cannes,

wear the combat “V” pins after all,
according to a 1965 Navy awards
manual and interviews with former

politdcal community may have
been the victim of a poor
Catholic educniion.

“there are still plenty of people who
like to swank about in their convert-
ibles and vachts"™.

N 1885,":1 Chinese national

{E Al Hving in San Franci -
EANNE AUGIER, owner of the ving anclsco suc

Negresco in Nice for the past 38
years, is not a happy woman. In
1994, for the second year running,
her worldfamous hixury hotel
made a loss of §1 million. Only her
personal fortune allowed her to
avoid laying off any of the 200 staff.
Nice is the hardest hit of the Céte
d'Azut resorts, But the whole coast-
line is smarting from recession and
the changing tastes of French
holiday-makers, who account for
halfits tourists.

Although the Céte d'Azur re-
mains the second-most visited re-
gion of France after Parls, it is
losing ground. In 1985, 8.5 million
people stayed on the coastline of the
Var and Alpes-Maritimes départe-
ments, That figure was widely ex-
pected to rise to 10 million by the
end of the century. Instead, 1994

als think the French are staying
away because of competition from
cheap Third World countries, be-
cause of steep prices (“an unfair rep-
utation”) and hbecause the Cbte
d'Azur has lost its “glamorous
image”.
Environmentallats see it differ
ently. Pairice Miran, a Green re-
giona! councillor says: “Nowadays
the Chte d’Azur is the same as Paris,
except it offers a view of the sea and
has no Métro. In July 1994 the
ozone content of the air in Nice was
197 micregrams per cubic metre,
well above the European standard
of 180, The inhabitants of nearby
Monaco were warned, but nothing
was done in Nice." -

The area ls now paylng the

nored the need for green spaces,

plummeted in the past 10 years, The
gecupancy rate of luxury hotels is
now about 50 per cent, and certain
prices have tumbled.

1987 level. Parisians are increas-
ingly losing interest in the area
they accounted for 16 per cent of
buyers in 1988, and only 7 per cent
in 1994,

ealing humble pie. *We had it too
casy,” admits one. “The world
moved on and we were left stand-
ing." Another says: “You always
think you'll stay at the top for ever.
When you've got everything going
for you, you don't make any effort to
he nice.”

not full this Easter. Gone are the
days when it was patronised by
Cocteau and Pleasso.

But that kind of demand has

Property prices are down to their

Many in the tourist industry are

Figures suggest that the Var has

Annie Ravier, who runs a chic
ready-to-wear houtique in the town,
says: "Celebrities still come here,
but they siay in thelr villas, All we
can offer them are traffic jams and
the smell of chips,” Ten years ago,
friends and relations queued up to
get invited to stay at her attractive
home: “There were always at least
20 of us. Last summer, the most
guests 1 had at any time was aix, and
this year no one has so far called me
to aee if T have room.”

So, where have all the tourisfs
gone? Many have chosen Brittany.
When Eric, a Parisian executive in
his thirties, got back from a holiday

tle island off Brittany. Within weeks

in the sun and napping in the shade
of olive trees, the “in" thing to do
nowadays is to clamber over rocks,
gathering mussels,

The Atlantic coast, and especially
Brittany, seem to offer the “return
to basics” that television commer-
cials keep on plugglng in these
stressful times, Adman Vincent Gré-
golre reflects a genetal feeling in
the advertlsing professlon when he
says: "The Mediterranean hias an
image of lazing around, the eighties,
Bernard Tapie. Nowadays success-
ful captaing of Industry like
Frangols Pinault, the Leclercs, Yves
Rocher and the Bolloré family all
hail from Brittany. There's some-
thing penuine about the Atlantic —

Elisabeth Lefebvre, editor of the

the trend, Lefebvre talks abowl "a
return to nature, to the simple
things in life". The author of one of
the articles in her magazine claims
that only the élite is concerned by
this vogue, "Most human heings,
fascinated as they are by the sun
king. continue to stampede south,”
writes Eric Ollivier. “But an enlight-
ened minority would never dream of
preferring permanent blue skies lo
the continuous invention eof wind
and cloud, to the countless vintages
of appellation conlydlée rain,"

“An enlightencd minority” Is per-
haps not quite the right word, even
if it confirms the opinlon of those
who see the whole phenomenon as
asnobbish fad.

than in 1993; and In 1995 7.8 million

The document concluded:
“What has happened to our
Church's teaching and evan-
gelical duty? 1s it not n fact that
most of the country’s political
leaders, who can now be seen to
have played a leading role in the
present upsurge of cynicism,
corruption and mendacity, were
educated in our schools and re-
ceived evangelising messages in
our parishes?”

President Ernesto Samper,
who is under investigation for
allegedly having usced drug
moncy to get himsell clected,
studicd, us did several of his
ministers, nt BogotA's Javeriana
University. I£ is run hy Jesuits —
some of whom took par¢ in the
recent meeting of Church

ers adopted such a self-critical
tone. Up to now they have |-
ambnsted the government's role
in the drugs corruption scandal
that has destabllised the country
for almost two years.

The Church has even come (o
he regarded as a apearhead of
oppusition to the president, ever
since Monsignor Rublano,
archbishop of Bogotd, when
asked If Samper could possibly
have heen unaware that his
campaign was finonced hy drug
money, replied: “It would have
been similar to not accing an .
clephant in one's living room.

The Colomblan bisvhops put
oul i of ficlal stalement in
February denouncing “the coun:

to get involved in tho scandal

top military officers.

nornally awarded for combat duty.

Defense  Secretary  William  J.
Perry, speaking last werk at Armed
Fources Day celebrations. dedicated
the day 10 Boorda and said his death
was "a loss o e Navy and the
nation.”

Briorda killed himself afer leav-
g 1wu nules expressing concern

right tu wear the pins, saying that
his award citawions failed specifi-
cally to give him that right.
However, the Navy awards man-
ual issued in 1965, appears to vindi-
cate Boorda's decision to wear the
“¥* pin on at least one of the ribbon
decorations at issue — his Navy
Commendation Medal.

The manuat says that the “V* pin
can be worn on the Navy Commen-
dation Medal. il the award “is for
acls or servives involving direct par-
ticipation in cumbat uperations.”
Former chief of naval nperations
Elmo R. Zumwalt Jr. said in an inter-
view last wevls Ihat the language in
the 1965 manual leaves “up to the
imterpretation of the  indivicual”
whether the “V" can be worn.'

That disclosure came as the mili-
tary mourned the loss of Boorda,
the Navy's highest ranking officer,
and struggled to understand the
reason for his suicide. Boorda, 56,
shol himsell al his home in Wagh-
ington on Thursday last week. He
did so shortly afler heing told two
magazine reporters were coming
later in the: day tu question his right
to have warn twe tiny bronze pins

on ships affl Vietnan that eogaed
in combat uperations.
The manual dicl nut list the uiher

"You just assutned a ribbon autho.
rized in u combat area |as Boordla's
was| carries with it the V"
Zumwall sairl. He said he routinely
told sailors they wers inhaorized
wear the “V",

Joseph Trente, bureau chief for
the Nativnal Security News Service
— the organization that chaltenged
Boorda's medals and tipped off
Newsweek magazine aml ABC
News — rrjected Zumwall's arpu-
ments. Trento said that only the seq-
retary of the navy had authority to
award the “V” pins in the wrillen ci-
Lations — and Bootda's citatinns did
nol menlion the pins. “The Navy is
going Lo have to face up that he
[Boorda] was wearing medals he
wasn't entitledd Lo, This was not an

¥}

+

‘A.Ioss to the Navy and the naton’ . Admirul Boorda at (.'.u.mp li'litchc-ll in Rn.tn."S

quuted Navy Secretary John Dalion
as saving thit whether Beordn was
vidithel 1o wear the "V's™ is “sape

he won his achievement medal.
Pentaggon and law enforcemnent
officials, speaking on condition they
not be named, offered new Jetails of
the two suicide notes that the slmi-
ral lefl. In the notes, Boorda sug-
gested he was not killing himself
because he believed he had been
caught in a lie, but because lie
feared the media would be so skep-
tical that his act would be biown out
af proportion, military officials said.
“The sense . . . was that reporters
wouldn't believe it was an honest
mistake, and perhaps sailors
woultdnt either,” a Pentagon official
said. “Boorda [wrote that] e didn't
want lo give Navy critics anolher op-
porlunity to give the Navy a beating.”
Boorda, the only former enlisted
man to rise to the Navy's highest

in the post disentangling the ser-

. .

e 0 EE
pain, Inst year
vice from scandals and embarrass-

nents vver issues including sexual
harassment  and  naval  sircraft

Bourdn wrote one note to his wife
Bettie and another was addresser] to
twa of Boorda's Navy fiends, and a
Pentngon official described it as
saying at the top, “For the Saitors.”

“That’s vintage Boorda,” said the
uffivial, referring 1o e admirals
well-known concern fur the wellare
of even the most junior seamen.

Navy officials have said Boorda
was informed by a senior aide of re-
porters’ questions concerning his
medals only hours before his death.
However. officials have also sazid
Boorda had known for at least 10
months of media interest in the
medals. Cmdr. John Carmon, the
admiral's spokesman, informed Ro-
orda in July that official records
ahout his decorations were being
sought through a Freedom of Infor-

ceasfully challenged a clty ordi-
nance prohibiting the operation
of laundries in woeden build-
ings. He demonstrated that 200
Chinese who had applied for
permission fo open such a busi-
ness were turned down, while
80 other applicants who werv
not Chinese were granted per-

held that the law was being on-
forced in a raclally discrimina-
tory maonner and struck it down.

Chinese national In the sme vity

ton for sclting up gumbling
tables by alleging that the Taw

Chineac. But he lost in the 1.5,

Supreme  Courl Dbevause  he

A ( : A : falled to show that peuple whe
st that the Var $ius leadors. Lh]itll“{;‘l't' i;;:mt:uvi-ll-sgl* ulvw"' lllln_e cone g::fgr:mun IMMITHI"' 1he N:lrvy 1l1|]/u:|h:lllu:|ll hiwe 2 be rlewel-:w:lcll." Trnsl}-ss. :|lul Navy olTu:ian ht'"t;'VE' ;verfl.: not Chinese violaded the
: der 8 | been less hard hit than the Alpes- N ; ; s . . o an At "V pins would destroy his repu- hievement Medal, @5 one for Aimwills views were backed by | he feared  questions abomt his | law but were not prusiecuted.
:‘::Iiﬂi;gg?ri:::g:?t?& l::ijalllt:!t l:::at:‘iers Maritimes, But locals comp_ilain just i o P A s, B ac-tll:l\.:: I&;‘:{'{:‘Egg::ﬁ:;:‘:;ﬁ? tutmu. a!ul_ thuneipee lhu. l\_'nlvy. which the L'n£|||ml "y ymuld be | several -I'urmer ulficers, including I!'_Il.'tlills couled vause the Nuavy (he The Supreme Court  eited
waorse, people now come on shorter | as much about the slump in trade. | ¥ < - . 1 vi "‘a s & glamorous | cal and public tife. Reporters with a sinall news service awarded, But Zmnwall said he was Jumes K. Jobe, commander of the kind of bad publicity he strove to | these Pprecedents lust woek when
trips tl'mn they used to. For the first time, La Calanque, a | Burn out . . . the Cdte d’Azur is no longer viewe AP IO LA Bul never before have its lead- that serched e awards record | ennfiden BGIEI'!.'I.EI .ahm could prop- | ship i which Boorda served when | anid. it decided yet another Cnlifornia
Local tourist industry profession- | three-star hotel in Le Lavandou, was | resort by French tourlata PHOTOGRAPH. J contended Buurda did not have a | erly wear the V" pin on 1hat ribbon,

case of alleged selective prose-
cution. Five African American
defendants charged with fedcral
crack offenses gsought to obtain
extensive files from prosceutom
to prove their claim that they had
been unconstilutionally targeted
hecause of race.

It is true that those convicted
of crack offenses, 90 percent of
whom are black, face sentences
far more severe than those con-
victed of cocaine offenses, most
of whom are Hispanic and white.
But here the court found the de-
fendants’ evidence was Incom-
plete. They demonstrated that ajl
21 individuals convicted on
ctack charges in a single year
were bilack. But they preduced

no evidence that whites, His-
) X ng, front In the summer of 1994, the west | try™s mornd disense”. But be- According to the citations for both | innocent mistake.” . ranking job, spent much of his time mation Act request filed by the Na- | panics and Asiana similarly situ-
mﬂlmrg:n;g:g:&:“géagbm :meeahg:: ':&?;ﬁﬁ?ﬁ;:&ﬁ: :"hiée;f;:gﬁﬁ? WIOnE: you con coast had 8.6 per cent more visliors | causc they wore concerned not the meclals at issue, Boorda served The, Dallas Morning News tional Security News Service. ated were not progecuted.

. This is a preliminary ruling;
. isons COté | people spent their sunmer holidays | thoy always identified only one : - . . . .| the challengera will now have an
public transport and garbage dis- | Eric had visited the ialand and bought | bimonthly l:nagazine Mal : ompared with 7.2 mik- | culprit — “drug irafficking" - e s o : parents’ rights bill now before Con- | opportunity to produce  this
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sought to overturn his convie-

was enforced only eguinst the |
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Stephen Bugkley In
Kawaala, Uganda

ZARIA NAKANWANGI, 60,

provider for her five grand-
children. She did not plan to be
rudging through 10-hour workdays
at this age, Nor did she plan to
spend her last days weary and wor-
ried and bitter, .

But when AIDS killed lLer two
sons in the late 1980s, Nakan-
wangi's dream of a tranquil, Joyful

wives could not care for the chil-
dren because the women were bat-

did not plan to be the sole.

later life died with them. Her sons’.

tling AIDS, too. Other relatives
could not afford to take them in.
That left her.

“It was then my obligation to take
them," sald Nakanwangi, who lives
in this village outside Kampala, the
Ugandan capital. "1 was expecting a
lot from my children in old age, 1 ex-
pected to have peace, Now [ will
spend my last days working very
hard.”

Nakanwangi’s lament is echoed
throughout sub-Sahavan Africa,
where the elderly, once the only
protected class in most of the conti-
nent's societies, today find their
privileged status endangered.

Elderly in Africa Lose Their Status

AIDS, which has killed thousands
of African couples, has made many
elderly people fullime parents
again, particularly in the areas of
East Africa most affected by the
disease.

Urbanization throughout the con-
tinent has made children feel less
obligated to their grandparents,
most of whom live in rural areas. In
places such as Kenya and Uganda,
an estimated 80 percent reside out-
side urben centres. And increasing
poverty has eroded a time-tested
system that once compelled adults
to provide financial support for el
derly relatives.

These factors, combined with
poorly run or nonexistent govern-
mental soclal security systems,
mean many of Africa's elderly are
left without a safety net.

“The tradition of supporting and
caring for the elderly has become
weaker and weaker,” said Camillus
Were, director of HelpAge Kenya, a
nongovernmental organization that
works with I(enyan elderly.

Researchers estimate the clderly
at 5 to 10 percent of the conlinent's
720 millien people. The United Na-
tions has projected that by 2025
Alrica will see & massive increase in
people aver 60.

Historically, African soclelies
have conferred great prestige on
the aged. They were wiser. Their

Blessings, and thele curses, wepp
thought 10 hold enormous force,
They helped rear grandelildren,
Young people sought their advice,
But during the 1970s, young
adults flooded African cities, with
their promise of jobs and lhe fgater
pulse of urban living. The lies thy
bound them Lo their elderly rely
tives frayed. “Basically, the elderly
were left behind,” Were sald.
Then, as many of the continent’s
economies sagged, jobs dried up.
Sucldenly, even many children com-
mitted to caring for their elderly rel
atives could no longer afford to. In
many countries — such as Uganda,
Kenya and Nigeria — annual per
capiln income has dropped {o below
pre-independence levels,

. protection.
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COMMENT
Jim Hoagland

N THE swamp of dublous cam-
paign promises and assertions
inflicted on electorates around
the world in this year of democracy
run amok, one verbal jewel sparkles
as incontrovertible, irrefutable and
irreducible.

It comes from Svetlyana Gory-
acheva, deputy spenker of the Rus-
gian Duma and Communist Parly
honche. She is senior enough in the
parly to have been dispatched by
candidate Gennady Zyuganov to
Washington earlier this month to re-
assure Americans that the Commu-
nists will abide by democratic rules
if they win this summer’s presiden-
tial election.

*We want to clear up misunder-
standings in American circles,”
Goryacheva told a gathering of
think-tankers assembled by the
Carnegie Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace. “We recognize we
made mistakes. We know we need
an opposition,”

No argument there, Svetlyana.
Seventy years of Soviet Commuinist
rule made the point for you. In a dif-
ferent way, Russia's four years of
non-Communist rule have also un-
derlined the importance of a loyal
but free opposition.

The quality of a nation’s politics
and ultimately its governance can
best be judged by the qualily of its
organized polltical opposition. That
reality Is spotlighted by this year's
walkto-wall electioneering in India,
Ttaly, Ieranel, Japan, Russia, America
and elsewhere.

' A soclety can be administered
efficiently and even fairly for a rela-
tively short petied by one lke-
minded group operating ' with
complete power -- Sparta, Napo-
leonic Prance and early Colonial
America come to mind from history,
while Singapore is a contemporary

shape and present alternatives, even
the most efficlent political
will corrupt itself.
. Rven as it is accepted — rhetori-

| cally arlesst — by Russie’s Commu-
| nists, the notion that an effective

- opposition Ip 4 fiecéssary gauge of
puted by Third World ideologues

matically ‘seditious. Propagandists
in Singaporé snd' China reject

Opposition Is Key to
Strong Democracy

example. But without a vigorous
and constructive apposition to

‘societal health 18 increaslingly dis-

like Lee Kwan Yew'of Singapore,.
who treafs political ‘opposition not-
superfluous’ but' auto-

Western imperialist attacks on
Asia's “traditional values.”
Similar arguments are heard in
Africa, where Iribal customs and ri-
valries supposedly make mulliparty
political systems impossible, and in
Arab natious of the Middle Easl.
Acrozs the Third World, nations
have betrayed the hopes and
promise of the era of decolonization
by failing or refusing to establish
political systems that respect and
protect opposition forces and their
supporters. Many of these stafes
ihen invented phony rationales of
political and cultural underdevelug
ment to keep power.
India provided stunning ¢vidence
to the contrary this month with ils
11th free election In which the rul-
ing Congress Parly lost control of
parliament. Russin's election is an-
other key batlleground in the strug-
gle of ideas about the nature of
culture and its adaptabilily 1o
democracy and human rights.
The Soviets built a gulag universe
to contain and destroy their apposi-
lion. But they wound up destroying
themselves, Out of power, they have
been part of n rotten, obsiructionisi
and Insurrectionist oppoesition o
President Boris Yeltsin, Their muti-
nous actions pushed Yelisin inio
increasingly authorilarinn aclx 1o
hold on to power.
Russia has hus been locked in a
cycle of provocation by a destruc-
live opposition and overreaction by
Yeltsin. This pattern recalls (he
Orwellian predictions Irequently
heard In the Soviet era that a loyal
opposition could not take root in
Russlan soil.
Russlana cannot simply defeat an
opponent, I was told on a number of
occaslons by Soviet diplomats or in-
tellectuals. Russians are culturally
abliged to amash and destroy an op-
ponent, to make sure there will not
bé another fight another day or
" some saort of compromise.
But the fact is that for all of the
campaign's imperfections Yeltsin
and Zyuganov have thus far fought
it by democratlc rules — and are
likely to continue to do #6. The best
Russian observers of Yeltsin I knoiv
discount threats by some' Yeltsin
aldes to cancel thie elections to pre-
vent 8 Communfst vctory (if only
"because Yeltsiti cannat be sure of

make a cancellation stick).

shape global assumptidns'about cul-
ture and democraly. What the

;| parties that lose do with their defeat’
| ‘will In sbme ways bé as importait as

mustering enobsgh military force to-
_ This is an élection that can re-

Neighbors
Want Yeltsin
As President

David Hoffman in Moscow

HE LEADRERS of 11 former
Sovict republics, fearing a Com-
munigt victory in next month's
Russian election wanld threaten
their intependence, callid on voters
last weelt nmt 1o ahanthon President
Botis Yeltsin, who is facing a stilf re-
clection challene.

T u meeting al the Kremlin, the
otlier leaders of the Communwealth
of Independent Sates made no

the Communist  Party  canrdidate,
Gennoedy  Zyuganov, would lead 10

flicts elsewlhere in the former Soviel
Union.

pressure  and
Muscow if Zyuganov 1s elected,

Pelrossian soid (he former repub!
pany with Communist Russia.”

supporting democrptic and mar

current  polilical and
course of the current pre

its successful centinuation.”

the course of reform of
Yeltain,” said Azerbaijan
Heydar Aliyev.

of Kazakhstan, sald “the

a civil war!
Ruasian peaple may be

added, saying that a victory.
Communists would lead to

‘The Comtnonwealth of In
dent States, which includes
and the other former Soviél.
pablica except the three
states, was formed

been s wedk umbre]la group &
/| states have'-wugllﬁlwﬁy ohf

human rights and full demacracy as,

how the victors biehave afterward,

pomic sad polica tyrmol

effort 1o hide fears that election of
chiws in Kussia and potential con-

Zyuganov has called for “volur
tary” restoration of the Soviel Unjon
and advocated a0 “great  power”
nationalist ideology thal i worn-
some 1o the newly independent
statos, Many of them have sizable
ethnic Russian populations and fear
rlomination from

Armenian resident Levon Ter

“shall wever rally around Connm-
nisl Russin . . . We sholl parl com

‘Iie heads of state endorsed 2
statement commilling themselves o

reforms in Russin. Bul (heir com
mients left no doubl of thelr endorse:

ment of Yelisin, “We support (he
ecanamic.

Boris Yeltsin,” sald President Leonld
Kuchma of Ukralne, “and count of

*I hope the people of Russ|n wil
make the right decislon and support

Nyrsultan Nazarbayev, pmm:
world is concerned about the fubw®:
of Russla,” and “no one wants b0 8-
Russla falfing apart and sliding jo%

“We are horriftéd o think m-m!

by the nostalgia for- the "tlI: :
the el
integratlon of the commonweslh. .

the 01
collapse of the Soviet _Un_idli-'.f.!lﬁ :
Tea
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Bolivia Poor
Unable to
Rest in Peace

Gabriel EscobarinLaPaz

B URYING a loved one In an [lle-
gal cemetery involves all kinds
of perils, and this morning Yolanda
Florez has run into most of them,
She cannot find the grave of her
grandson, who died of pneurnonia
just weeks ago. Worse still, the drug
addicts and alcoholics who live off
the deaq are surprisingly alert, and
their thin &rins and offers of help
are menacing.
ﬁf lo_t happens to the bodies
buried in La Paz’s 48 ilegal grave-
vards, Dogs get at them. Addicts
use the newly interred to upgrade
their wardrobes so frequently that
many families now bury relatives
the way they began thelr lives. Gold
filings are pried loose. Occasion-
ally, there is commerce in skele-
tons, with medical students the
grateful buyers.
All of which explains the surreal
dialogue that Flores falls into when
one of the men ambles over, Too
poor to pay for a legal plot, the fam-
ily is now paying the consequences.
"I_t was around here, Have you taken
him away?" Flores asks. “How could
vou have taken him away?"
“No one has taken anyone away,
sefora,” he replics.
And then suddenly: “Here it ig!
Here it is!" Flores says. She bends
over a tiny mound of dry dirt. Dead
flowers had covered the shiny can
that served as a vase,
The Little Flame, as this ceme-
tery is known, is grim proof that
peaple~in the poorest country in
South America continue dying far
beyond their means. The neighbor-
hood association in the slum tries
its best to maintain order — Fiores,
for example, said she was told to
bury her grandson in an “empty
spot.”
But these ad hoc efforts only ac-
complish so much, and Jorge Dock-
weller Cardenas is not impressed. A
clly councilman who is rying to get
his collengues to address the ceme-
teryl crisis, Dockweiler says clan-
destine burials, aside from -being
Inhumene, present an enarmous
he_alth problem. There Is, for one
thing, the problem of leachling.
Bodies are burled without cas-

bath the grave and the decaying re-
mainsg of the deceased. Dockweiler .
calls it “an organic juice with all

kinds of bacteria.” '

Dockweller, an architect by train--
ing and an authority on La Paz's-
urban woes, argues that these im-
Proper burials may aifect every sin-
gle resident and: may even be.
responsible for chronic stomach all- |
Ments in the population; Pigs root-
ing around the edges of the Little.
e show how bacterla can be

There Is no easy soluticn to-the
Problem; partly because the cashe:
poor chy tries t attend mors to the'

82y8 one solution is-regulating “ac-:
ceptable” {llegal cemeteries like the’
Little Flame — it apparently Is. a
model compared to others — and.

Bargain on Canada’s Border

Blll McAllleter

ASOCLINE is sold by the liter,
the beers at the local taverns
are priced in Canadian dok

| lars and the community supermar-

ket ‘ features refrigerated ftubs
stocked with the store's best seller

two-pound slabs of Kraft American
cheese,

Point Roberts, or "The Point,” as
its 950 year-round residents call it,
Is the northwesternmost corner of
the continental United States, a tiny,
tree-covered peninsula  pestled
against the Canadian border. Cre.
ated in 1846 by Washington diplo-
mate who refused to put a
downward divot in the parallel line

marking the boundary between the
United States and Canada, the Point
today ha_s become a schizophrenic
community, a 4.9-square-mile Amenr
t.kfan enclat\;le ll:hat allows Canadians
escape thelr country and its
high taxes, ~ Y ofen
It's all quite legel, overseen by
customs and Immigration officiala
from both countries who stand
watch at the one horder crossing
on the British Columbla road - that
most residents of the Canadian
province know leads to cheaper
P Everythi d
rything — and everyone — in
Point Roberts depends nn,;?le Cana-
dian dollar and its value against the
American dollar. “Whatever the

Canadian dollar does, Point Roberts
does,” sald real estate salesman
Jim Julins, ) :

Even with Interstate-quality high-
ways connecting British Columbia
to }Vashington state, getting to the
Point taltes about an hour from
neatby Bellingham, the seat of
Whatcom  County, Washington,
That assumes quick stops at the two
border stations, one at Point
Roberts and another at Blgine,
narth of Bellingham.

Then there is the telephone prob-
lem. A call to nearby British Colum-
bia is billed as long distance. Julius's
solution: two cellular telephone
accounts, one for Americans, the
other for Canadians,

That's nothing, of course, com-
pared with the weekend problem.
Especially summer weskends,
when the Point 13 Jammed with
British Columbiane escaping from
Vancouver to the hundreds of sum-
mer cottages they own along the
community’s three bezches,

Vancouver Sun writer Larry
Pynn, who spent many a weekend
here, described the behavior of
young Canadians as not much bet-
ter than college students on their
annual pilgrimage to Fort Laud-
erdale, Florida. .

“The Swedes do it in Danmark,
the Brits do it in Spain, the Germans

-do it, well, pretty inuch everywhere,

80 why shouldn’t Canadians do it in
Point Roberts?” Pynn wrate in a
1993 newspaper article, “After all,
the place should rightfully be gurs
anyway, right?"

kets. Inevitably, rain washes away |-

Ving than the dead. Dockweller o |
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HOW STELLA GOT HER
GROCVE BACK

‘| By Tamy McMilian

Viking. 368pp. $23.05

her own fate de facto an unsym-

pathetic character — someone
people don't want to read about and
cannot empathize with? If so, the de-
fenders of serious literature will no
doubt join in unison to eject Terry
McMillan's tiproaring new book,
How Stella Got Her Groove Back,
from the Eden of politically and
academically correct approval. Be-
cause, in the book, no women weepy
and Stella, in fact, revels. She revels
and even gloats at being a wnman,
revels in being in solitary posses
sion of her mind, her bady, her
child, her house, her finances, her
bueauly, her creativity, and fipally, of
her sexy, strapping young dream
lover. whom she Ffnds and tri-
umphantty lashes to her side. If this
is unserious literature, it is unseri-
vus lierature of the most serious
kind, perhaps even, in its own way,
revoiulionary.

Terry MeMillan is the only novel-
ist 1 have ever read, apart from writ-
ers of children’s books, who makes
me glad to be a woman. Children’s
fictivn overflows with examples of
utheritative girls who coutrol their
worlds, ficlional and real; from
Laura Ingalls Wikler's own Laura, to
C.S. Lewig's Lucy, to E.E, Neshit's
Anthea, Lloyd Alexander's Eilonwy,
and of course L. Frank Baum's
Doruthy — or, perhaps more re-
markable, Baum's Ozma of Oz, who
actually chose to be tvansformed
from a boy to a girl to claim the
Emerald City throne.

But the moment the cloak of girl-
hood is thrown off, and writers
choose to write about grown-ups,
any sense of empowerment, oppor-
tunily or strength in the female
characters is bestowed only to be
smashed sooner or later, as the
women run through such hurdles

s pleasing men, struggling to find a
mate, supporting children, and,
more often than not, coping with
emotional, physical or intellectual

their own sentimentalized sin.

IS A HAFPY woman in charge of | |k

bullying, or paying the wages of

I was afraid at first that this impres-
sion might have been an absurd ex-
aggeration; but then I looked at my
bookshelf of favorite books — bouks
I have read and reread, and care
nbout deeply — and waa astonished
1o find iy theory abundantly con-
firmed. In the As to Fs alotie — Amis
(both), Austen, Bronte, Cervantes,
Dickens, Dostoevsky, Dos Passos,
Duras, Eliot, Faulkner, [ilzgerald
and Forster — I remembered fe-
male characters who, however inler-
esting theit tales might have becn,
principally sought male sanction or
auffered, one way or another.

Further down the alphabet, in
Shakespeare and Wharton, Graham
Greene, Hemingway, Virgil, and
Maugham, I recalled doomed Lady
Macbeth and Lily Bart. prostitutes
and spurned wives, the weeping
women of the Trojan wars, weeping
women, in fact everywhere, (In fair-
ness, Trollope also makes me glad
to be o woman; the eXception proves
the rule. But then, in his titne, and
even now, he was often dismissed as
an unserjous writer). This seems {o
beg the question: Does serious liter-
ature want women to be subject or
else abject? McMillan abundantly
proves that il it does, It shoulda't,

Fans of McMillan's previous nov-
els, the hugely popular Waiting To
Exhale and the more critically es-
teemed Disappearing Acts and

Mama, will recognize McMillan's

authentic, unpretentious voice in

Beneath a Jamaican Moon

ILLLSTRATION: JILL KARLA SCWARTS

every page of How Stella Gat Her
Graove Back. It is the voice of the
kind uf woran all ol us know and all
of us need; the warm, strony. bussy
mother/sister/best friend. Fans and
enemies alike will alse e their
share of the brand names that
MoMillan uses to signily arrival into
this counlry’s upper-middle class;
BMW and Calvin Klein, Nord-
strom’s antd Macy's.

Having just spent an evening with
a iriend who crowed costatically all
night over a new mir of Gueci
loafers, which did in [act seem lo
lend her sume special glow, [ dont
find the product cmphasis fatuous
or crass. Even Emerson recognized
that for a woman, which McMillan
inclubitably is, “the sense of being
perfectly well-dressed gives a feeling
of inward tranquillity which religion
is powerless to bestow.” But readers
of this book will find more than wise
words and icons of wealth; they will
find the rare and perhaps unique ex-
ample of a courtship in which the
worman hunts down her own love ob-
ject hersell — and finds the man
willing to be wooedl.

At the outset of the book, we learn
that Stella, 42, an af(luent single
mom in San Francisco, has gone a
litde stale, like champagne that’s
been uncorked and not tasted for too
long. She’s contenl, but she spends
move time taking care of business
and conducting lengthy Molly
Bloom-ike internal harangues with

herself and external harangues wilh
her sisters than trying to find happi-
ness for hersell. So, defying her
stagnation, she packs herself uffl tu n
luxury resort in Jamnica, where
from get-go, every young stud's eyes
swing appreciatively in her diree-
tion. Sure enough, Stella soon finds
the “real thing” in the form of u
noble, gentle, fine 20-year-old man,
Winston Shakespeare. When Mc-
Millan describes Stella's firat vision
of the boy wonder, you wnnt te howl
with laughter at her audacity, and
shout, "Go, girll";

* .. When T look at him [ almost

-have a stroke, He is wearing baggy

hrown shorts and has to be at least
six three or-four and he is lean bul
his shoulders are wide broad and as
he walks {oward my table all [ -can
think is Lord Lord Lord some young
girl is gonna get hucky as 1 don’l
know what if she can snag you . ..
when he smiles he shows of[ i beau-
tiful set of straight while teetl
thal've Deen hiding behind and
under lose succulent young lips.”

Name another time you've: rewl a
mzm vhjeclified by & woman in this
way, if you can. Stella. of course,
turns oul to he the lucky wirl, ol
soan finds that she's hookel, Back
in Californii, her sister Vinessa
encourages her, while her sister
Angela muans in despair at the folly
of a May-December ronunce in
which her sister is not May. Vanessa
boldly cames to Stella’s delense:
*Men have heen daling youngoer
wunen for [expletivel centurices and
does mybody say anylhing W
them?” she spullers. Wonien ay
talk like this lu each other, but lw
of us wrile Tike this.

To those who say ihis could
never happen in real life, 1 ofler the
evidence of the young divemaster |
met last summer in Belize under an
apricol moon, whose gallanhry and
apentheuried effusivenrss restoroed
my own faith In romance. MceMil-
lan's bouk may be the stull of fan-
tasies, nol reality; but il [mtasies
could he bought whole, evury
woman in the country would be
lining up tu buy them (rom Terry
McMillan. And maybe then other
writers would dare to wrile them,
ton. Aid maybe this is happening
right now — and fiction at last is
about to undlersland that women are
reatly o read about themselves not
only as schiemers or sulferers, bul
as the adventurous herovs of Lheir
own llves.

Larry Wolwode

THREE GOSPELS

The Good News According lo Mark
The Good News Accarding to John
An Honest Account of & Good Life
By Reynolds Price

Scribners. 288pp. §23

guage of the Gospels, in contrast to

Mark 20 years ago, in A Palpable
God.
His newest book, Three Gospels,

Mark, a new translation of John, and
"An Honest Account of a Good Life.”
The last is Price’s own, strung along
the bones of Marlk's narrative, with

portiens of other accounta Included

UNNING tandem with Rey-

nolds Price's luminous literary
production hias been an abiding in-
terest in the Bible, He not only leans
hiz stories on its stories but has
tried in different ways to penetrate
the mystery of its appeal. He
learned Koine Greek (the street lan-

the literary Greek of Homer) and
rendered his first translation of

contains an umloted version of

And the Word Was Fresh

— all inforrmed by Price's reading In
historical and scholarly and theolog-
jcal sources, and his first-hand expe-
tience of the wenther and
geography of Palestine,

“The simplest justification for the
effort, and one that has lain behind
the thousands of atlemnpts on Jesus
that have burdened libraries for the
past iwo millennia, is that the career
of a particular Paleslinian Jew of the
first century and the effects of that
life on world history have proved so
magnetic in their mystery as to
demand ceaseless watch and ques-
tion." he wriles.

A great benuty of Price’s book is
its abilily to view the Gospel narra-
tives as stories encountered for the
first ime. His prefaces to each are
excellent, He laments the state of
(ranslating the Bible's usual
and Pharlsees.” In acknowledging
some of his sources, he says he ig
especially indebted to “those slud-
jes by the almost unimaginably well-

prepared scholars of thé late

present Bible scholarship, even

“scribes and Pharisees” as "scholars |

ninefeently and early twentieth cen-
turies before the mainstream of
German,
scholarship succumbed to its pre-
sent obsession with a punitively
unreasonable degree of Thistorical
doubt.”

Doubt to this degree does not

scholarship. The earliest papyri. of
Homer's Tliad, for example, date
from about 500 years after its com-
position, and all the fragments and

Greek manuscripts of the Ne
Testanient — some papyrus frag-
ments of which have been dated to
the middle of the first century —
,number more than 5,000, and the
numbet keeps growing. If copies
made into Latin and Syriac and
Ethiopic and Slavic and other lan:
guages from the second and.third
centuries ave added in, the number
'grows to more than 24,000. In none
are there any disturbing varlants
from text to text. .

Price deletes the most substantial

Mark — its final eleven, summary

of the earflest manuscripts. He hasa

British, and American.

prevail, a8 he points out, in literary .

variations number 643.- o

extant variant from his Gospel of

verses, which do not appear in some -

storyteller’s concerns and a Irans-
latot's conscience; some maodern
translators’ attempts to find a “dy-
namic equivalence” for 1st-cenlury
Greek “are logically suspeci in (he
extreme,” he writes, "hut have been
pursuetd so often by individuals and
groups that now we have in English
several popular versions of the
gospels that constitute what are
well-intended but almost certainly
major distortions of their originals.”
This clear-eyed view causes
Price’s reader to sit up straight, as
his translations do. He views Mark,
who was anclently known' as
"stump-fingered,” as not necessarily
the possessor of thick digits but all
thunibs with language. His -elo-
quence, Price suggests, “rises from
the struggle between Mark’s head-
long intent and his gravely hobbled
command of his medium" — a
Galilean Jew uslng Greek. f
Three Gospels, falling near the
apex of Price's career, Is a wonder-

fully engrossing book. It moves with :
a care and -lucidity that shoyld .
offend few and should provide a |

new perspective for many. This
book brims - with “maturity, with
unconcealed concern and warmth,

Secrets of the
Coal Mine

Bruce Cook

.absence. Yet all 76 were ideatt

.sort of strong narrative llll:%i s
-makes it a joy-to. read, yetlt pﬁd f

ROSE
By Matrtin Cruz Smith
Random House. 364pp. $25

ARTIN CRUZ SMITH quite

toek out breath awny when he
revealed that he had managed to do
unly about two weeks of on-the-spol
research for his convincingly Rus
sinn novel, Gorky Park, before be
was asked Lo Teave by the KGB. Two
weeks? He st have taken every-
thing in through his pores, forgol-
{en nothing and writlen il with daty
prayers before an icon.

Well, you cun be sure that Rose,
every bil us convincing in its way,
took a gowd deal lomger o research.
Fur une thing. the novel is set in the
19th century in o vorner of England
that ecame known o must of usin
America vnly in this century. Tor
anutlier, it shows a cisoal mastery
af the details of voal mining in the |
15705, s well as o coninanling
overview of life in Uree connimuni
ties where all dependescd upon il

Abthomgh riel i historieal ind se-
cial detail, Fose is mevertheless cas
ion the turm ol s wystery. Soth has |
chosen s his slenth one Jonathan !
Bliir, a winine enginee caised in -
America whn Las been compleely
cagivitenl Ly his expeerience of!
Alricin Blair wints msly Lo return v
e Gold Coast, L s olfered o
hertl ek by Bishop Hanoay i he
will go 1o the bishop's demesoe |
(Hsnmay i alsa i conl Lord) and fimd !
Ihe Rev. johu lalward Maypole, 2
curate who vanistusd two months
before. Maypole, il develops, was
etogageld (o e nirried to the
bishop's dangehier, Chiarlotle,

Bloir hewrs thal the last person
with whom Maypule was seet was
Ruse Mnalvneux, a “pit-girl” — one
of the many women who worked
sarting the coal dugz rom the |r.|i|P
teep twunnels of the Hanonay mine
He falls — or purliaps beter puk
sliddes unwillingly — in love Wi
her. “This is inconvenient for bis v
vestigution, Tor s e gols deeper
inlo it Rose sevms to be more e
tainly involved than had heen provr
ously suspected. Awd it proves alse
1oy be dnnggerons for him ]mrsmlll] h
because Rose has i suilor anons

the miners, Bill Jaxon, wha resents |-

Blair's atentions to her.

As Blair pursues his investige |-

tion, he is also expected to be at the
call uf Hanuay in the great hoott

above: the town, At dinner he mees |-

Charlotte Hannay, l’nr.w!mml
vanished curale was -intel
There is an immodiate, and for-the
most part mutual, hostility betwet

them. It is only toward the end ol [§

his stay that the Lwo begin to cor®
to some degree of.understandwga'k_
On the day that i-MH?P“h"
appeared there was a-terrible Wﬁ
sion in the Hannay mine, which 10!
the lives of 76 men. Blair quite ¢

sonably supposes thet It had S&m
thing to do with the curates W el

and -accounted for. Never
Blair feels it.necessary (v'E% ko
into.the mine Lo search for-hi8

— or his remains. In fact, he
two trips, and the second .
secret. There is, howevel: .
more surprising revelation awaﬂ"’
us at the_ book's end. Rose:
secret of her.awn, » = oan -,
‘This novel ls ‘hlessed W

gy

& good denl more than justits
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LLEGES

Canadian trials of a
Britlsh teaching method
_have produced startling
improvements in reading
and writing, writes

Allantic crossing for
early learning scheme

Her Interest was immedia
ﬂrousgd. she says. She reck;:gd
the bright and colourful booka
might be an answer to a problem
she had been grappling with:
how to combine what she was
convinced were the crucial com-
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Peter Kingston Ponents of a reading and wri
programme into a package u:il:g
/F A five-year-old cannot read m?tllge!:mmam teachers and
properly, there is only ane She wa Child's play . . , Canad dren
was asked by th s « « « Canadian schoolchil are h
mzmm::ceoer?i:;et;poor S:bllsher. Chrismbghe:.ll:::l)l(;ksto two primary schoolteachers in Suffolk, England enefiing from the Jolly Phonica programrme devised by
» a u.ia’ onJO Ph i PHOTORRARPH KRYN TACONS
Can;dian academic who has just | results from 3éhl;eni::'l :fi:d? e | workingin three large educa- tests and the burgeonl
ﬁdﬁ&t:f tes:ltne ;ompelljng garten (five- 1ds) and r- E:gril auﬂmrlti;s in the Toronto bers of childrenrbg;?:g ;‘szm University's Institute of Edu-
ests. Grade 1 (six- on have adopted the British " : 5 cation.
P N year-olds) clas as "reading disabled”,
familios, Boole e b half using the book, the othera” | " Sine “Since studies began, clini- oo are 13 components in
e !‘:lt:e-g'lelfdl‘lomea, 4 continuing with their own OISEegl:h ?‘earll,y 19I803 at clans and researchers huve ) :l:adiet. Thtt;lse include: the
Engli s secon gt . » 8he has been intercsted reness that language § -
lguage . none of these m';::ileﬁ,'lea. were startling, she in .bri:i:lging a gap that she per- :‘m r“;:(‘hf;'; gi':;gfﬁl;ei:fh posed of sounds and atlE:sI: com
futore s & justification for She had deliberately selacted '-‘:I\'e between basic research tween 5 and 10 per cent. | w:- sounds are represented in lot-
Dale W?l'io&::m:fdl;lg tg Professor | schaols with high incidences of :rare; ding and teaching sceing 25 to 30 per cent of : ;:rs, th‘:‘“eed 0 searn & amall
a, e Ontario the factors ctice, upils | oup of common words h
Institute for Studies in regarded as plausible *For the past 20 years | PUplts In clusaes being cate- sight; and the Im Y
Education (OISE). reasons for low performance — | Cannda, leachers ha o gorised by their teachers ns stimulad l:orumce.:n f u
S shem, | SISCEIOTmer ol o | e oo | bavigaome ort o g | Bk v e s
::::z?'sl that an effective In standnrdised teats barely n :I:mlial process just like learning |  Prof Willows became inc -
these 1":1gc tl::s‘h;:if-ll:n;::af:-e: fifth of the children in the control ifﬂt:: :'.iglltltl::,:’;im assumed that | ingly convinced of the needrf?;:-s- hisc ::::;t;phar Jﬁ"y oy tha
ors, ! - ho did not use Jol : ns are structured teachi arume has gone into A
quently cited (o expl group w e Jolly provided child ] ng methods fifth of B !
;:hil dren's alow :"g’ g?e:s And it ﬁx:cxgu:d slfiell the Erst four | develop tl:‘eir r:e;:j]‘:g“;:.:immb with phonics at their core, sinc: it t:;lagslgul::?;n:g}l.: cll:;ajéb
s a Briti : : and, in, him, make. writing, arte
m:vi u:lhhmeﬂlod that has However, up to 6O per cent of .f';{'vge HE developed what she lB“t i Cunada, where he started
A rl;ze er.ag " the other children could tackle have m,l:vu;i;m of r&set“urflh calls “The Balanced and y:f: .us:ﬂles e ﬂ:g‘g fauter. This
years ago, she wus th - TILY us tha 8 an- " E¥ are u .
shown Jolly Phanics, devised by ati-?:cllmdl made good attempts pealing idea is wrong. We neecilj ke Flexible Literacy Diet”, the | and now he selll’s as mf:yc::a:k
two primary schoolteachers pbink _E.ﬂlight. mgst. reach, to teach reading and writing,” ingy ;Jnr:c‘::]s'es in teachingread- | in Canada as at home, s
:'olr:;i fhtgtrlollll: in England, and the test. next five words on Bmsf; Pnl;nrwmm. teachers mE:tg u‘::lcallec:l;ﬁ:: agff "
m Chigwell, Fssex. As e became alarmed at the . She e Phonics Handbook is availabi
A result, she says, teachers | worsening results of reading &’ﬁ:?:t:‘:e"ﬁ:{‘if :fa[ﬁl:;:;m Eom Joﬁ LB?::mng eours )
ouss, High Road, Chigwall, Essex
TANBngll?lg g |-EAI=ILS BRITISH STATE EDUCATION
NEAR LONDON THE GIFT OF

Theschool s a
Pros

Romsey, Hampshire $051 028

Member of SHMIS, GBA, BSA, CReSTeD Comorate
Member of British Dysiexia Assoclation

Ragisiered Charity providing education for children (No. 307343).
pectus avallable from the Headmaster, H Moxon MA.

section)

Hockerill Anglo-European School
Dunmow Road, Bishop's Stortfort

Hertfordshire CM23 SHX
o LACKS CONFIDENCE? * Isaco-educational grant-malntalned 11-16 school
° UNDERPERFORMING? with strong links with local sixth forms
° DYSLEXIC? *  has 2 strong, caring and traditional boarding section
WHY NOT SEE THE EXPERTS? *  Isparticularly strong In Sclence, IT and the

Internattonal Dimenslon (including bitingual

LANGUAGE

SUMMER COURSE AT AN ENGLISH PRIVATE SCHOOL

Give your children a wonderfil] Bummer
holiday on an exclusive English Language
Summer Course at one of England’s mosi,

beautiful Private Schools.
On a well supervised, highly equipped but

Tol 01794 616777  Fax 01784 511201

has excellent facilities on a beaurify] slte

TEFL DIPLOMA

Study TEFL, ESL or TESOL by Distance Learning

All matarials, cassatenn &
Alto: ESP Buriness

I_ln-l‘l“ll Wws oy 1)

Usarve.com

has no tujtion fees and less than 51 500
boardlng fees, ' 00 pertem

.small and friendly campus, boys and
-g'u'ls between 11 and 17 benefit from the
highest standards of individyal teaching and

te. Incl. FROM £240 all adonals, any residance Worldwide
English (TEACH Business, Salss or Technlcal saff).

Cert TEFL {Munagemant) for skillad EFL staff.
. Prospactu: ¢
ILC, 12 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH| 2BB - apt-
TallFax 01259 720440 (UK)
=mall: 1006555088 ca

Q| Cambela
' \ﬁi
" [2 rcuigs

For further ﬂeﬂs please contact:

the Admissions Officer
at the school

Telephone: +44 1279 658481 * )
Fartner Schioof Yo% +44 1279 758918
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enjoy an action packed programme

Contaet: Richard Jackeon, Head
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il : Tel: 014838 277416 Fax: 01483 257858
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nature: a communal dunce every bit
as sophisticated as our own dizzy
propulsions through life.

So much of our perception of
nature is limited to surfaces —
water. land, sky — that we rarely ex-
perience s depth. This is reflected
in our dealings with the nah:lral
world and is true of conservaton.
Peering info this ditch at Wlicke_n
Fen nature reserve with me is Bill

capture the "otherness”, the wild-
ness in nature that gives even the
commonplace great significance. Bill
is worried that nature will become a
commodily — something to be con-
sumed when visiting reserves. Or
else virtually experienced in cyber-

In what way 1s nature significant?

Significance ia drawn from experi- | decides to bail out with a queen ex-

space anly by those with t!le TIeRns.
This ditch we're watching has no
econormic value, and yet it has what

ence of nature, our values and atti-
tudes. It is also drawn from
perceptions of our own human na-
ture being part of a general nature.
Many conservationists have extra-
ordinary insights into what signifi-
cance in nature looks, sounds, s_.mell
and feels like. The principal jobh of
conservationists now is to renego-

change, but Karpov enjoys (he probes
and regroups of semi-endgames and
soon shows he doesn't want to seitle
for a quick draw.

Qb3 12 axh3 Bd6 13 bd
Ke7 14 g4 Bg8 15 Ne5 Nd5 16
Bd2 18 17 Nc4 Bc7 18 Nab
Rab8 19 Nb3 a6 20 Nc5 hi 21
Rgl Kf7 22 g5 RheB 23 Bd3

a b c d e f

g h
ngtainst any defence (by L

had 15 minutes to cruck this

fuiled. Flow do you compare!

e e et ]

White mates in three moves,

Buhler, 1969). Contestunts Ipa
German solving championship

week's problem, but half of them

The BK has only one legal move

Ewmersen played his las game for
Bobby Robson's side earlier this
month when Porto secured their
second successive Portuguese title.
He said: “T want to make Middles

brough a big club just like [ did at
Porto,"

BRUCE GROBBELAAR has ai-
maost certainly reached the end

ment will take place with immediate
effect.

COLIN MeMILLAN was taken
'to hospital suffering from dehy-
dration and exhaustion after nat-
rowly oulpointing Jonfo Irwin at
Dagenham to regain the British
featherweight title he captured five
years ago [rom Gary DeRoux.

suade Ik to switch Lo a three-man
defence, lie has now lost Mark

Alter E_nglnnd had spent half an
hour logking as likely to win the Eu-

ropean  Championship as  they

Wright, without whom the system
will not work.

Depending on Wright was always
A risk, so the knee ligament injury
lie suffered early in Saturday's
match against Hungary came as lit-
tle surprise,

A broken shin put Wright out of

wpuld the Eurovision Song Contest
with a rendering of Nellie Dean,
Anderton stole in behind the Hun-
garian defence o score from Sher-
ingham’s low cross.

Platt scrambled a second goal,
his 27th for England, early in the
second half, Ince’s quick free-kick

Rangers’ chicl executioner. His
first goal, a well-plnced ghot, broke
the deadlack towards the end of
& competitive first half. His sec-
ond arrived five minutes after
the interval, a harmless curling
cross that Rousset should have
picked up as easily as a daisy,
The goalkeeper must already
have been looking up to assess
his options for relensing the hall
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